
DESCRIPTION OF EVENT 

Contractor Boosting Equipment
A logging contractor was boosting a processor 
using a booster pack. The machine had required 
boosting for the previous two days and needed a 
new battery. The processor used a 24-volt battery 
system and was boosted using a 24-volt booster 
pack.

A mechanic connected the booster pack and asked 
the machine operator to start the processor. As the 
ignition key was turned, the battery exploded, 
spraying battery acid and debris. The booster pack 
had been positioned between the battery and the 
mechanic and shielded the mechanic from most of 
the blast. However, a small amount of battery acid 
splashed onto the mechanic's coveralls.

Some of the debris landed in the engine 
compartment and started a fire. The fire was quickly 
put out, and there was no damage to the equipment 
and no injuries to personnel involved.

SUGGESTED ACTIONS 

MOST IMPORTANT 

TAKE AWAY 

Repeatedly boosting a failing 
battery significantly increases 
the risk of a serious explosion 
or fire. 

Defective batteries must be 
replaced instead of 
repeatedly jump-starting.

• Develop and implement written Safe Work
Procedures (SWPs) for boosting batteries
and include them in the safety manual.

• In the new procedures, include the following
requirements:
a. Wear appropriate PPE, including safety

glasses and gloves and position personnel
out of the line of fire before boosting
batteries.

b. Inspect batteries for signs of damage or
defects prior to boosting.

c. Verify the booster pack voltage matches
the battery system before making any
connections.

d. Have a fire extinguisher readily available
when boosting batteries in case a fire
occurs.




