MANUFACTURING Ask Yourself

S AFETY ALERT “Could it happen here?”

DESCRIPTION OF EVENT

Broken Bandsaw — Leg Laceration
Medical Treatment

An employee began their shift by completing a
scheduled morning bandsaw change on the
primary breakdown. After the change was
finished, the employee moved the saw into the
damaged saw staging area. To make room,
they needed to move another damaged saw in
the area.

While doing so, the employee's leg brushed
against the back side of the damaged saw,
resulting in a laceration to the thigh that
required eight stitches.

SUGGESTED ACTIONS MOST IMPORTANT
o Implement the requirement to wear protective TAKE AWAY

equipment such as bucking pants and upper
body protection like busking protection for saw -
filers when handling, moving, or disposing of Always maintain awareness of

damaged or broken band saws. sharp hazards and body
e Conduct an equipment failure investigation positioning when handling or
moving damaged equipment.

e Re-centre the line to ensure adequate
clearance and prevent contact between

components. Wear the required PPE that will

e Inspect all mechanical safeguards and verify minimize exposure to sharp saws.
that mechanical hard stops will prevent the
bandsaw from contacting the sharp chain
during operation.
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BCFSC welcomes all incident or near-miss submissions. To protect your Scan the QR Code

privacy, we will review and remove all identifying information. with your mobile

device’s camera to
access this alert.

To share an incident or to subscribe to the Safety Alert of the Week,
visit: www.bcforestsafe.org/safety-alerts/
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