
Work-Related Deaths & Injuries

This information represents the number of harvesting work-related deaths by year in BC, up until May 2026.

FATALITIES
Injury: Fatal 
Core Activity: Log hauling / Integrated 
Forest Management
Location: Northern BC
Date of Incident: Feb 2026
A log transporter left the roadway and struck 
a rock outcrop. The operator, who was 
ejected from the cab, did not survive.
Read the BCFSC Fatality Alert

Recent work-related 
incidents reported to 
WorkSafeBC
The following is the list of work-
related incidents recently reported to 
WorkSafeBC. We share these in the 
hope they may help prevent similar 
incidents from occurring in your 
workplace.

HARVESTING
Injury: Injuries to leg
Core Activity: Manual tree falling and 
bucking
Location: Northern BC
Date of Incident: Feb 2026
A worker was conducting falling activities 
when they fell down a rock bluff.
Injury: Injuries to back
Core Activity: Dry land sort
Location: Lower Mainland
Date of Incident: Jan 2026
A worker had removed rigging from the 
top side of a mobile log loader standing 
on a straight 12-foot ladder. As the worker 
descended, the ladder shifted, and the 
worker fell 6 to 7 feet to grade.

MANUFACTURING
Injury: Multiple injuries
Core Activity: Veneer or plywood 
manufacture
Location: Lower Mainland
Date of Incident: March 2026
A worker was descending a fixed ladder 
when they fell about 15 feet to grade.

Injury: Injuries to hand
Core Activity: Wooden component 
manufacture
Location: Lower Mainland
Date of Incident: March 2026
A worker was preparing a four-sided 
planer to process wood products. Before 
processing any material, the worker noticed 
grease on the planer table, shut off the 
machine, and tried to clean the processing 
surface. The planer had not come to a 
complete stop and the worker’s jacket was 
caught and pulled into the machine.

Injury: Injury to upper body
Core Activity: Veneer or plywood 
manufacture
Location: Lower Mainland
Date of Incident: Feb 2026
A worker was injured while working under 
the veneer dryer to clear a jam in feed 
rollers.

Injury: Soft tissue injuries
Core Activity: Veneer or plywood 
manufacture
Location: Lower Mainland
Date of Incident: Jan 2026
A worker fell down when an explosion 
occurred in a wet electrostatic precipitator. 
A fire occurred in a dryer connected to the 
precipitator.

TRANSPORTATION
Injury: Fractures (1 worker)
Core Activity: Construction, Forestry, 
Trucking
Location: Northern BC
Date of Incident: March 2026
A front-end loader was clearing snow on 
highway. A traffic control vehicle (pickup 
truck with a vehicle-mounted arrow board) 
was set up behind the loader. The driver of 
the traffic control vehicle was injured when 
their truck was rear-ended by a loaded 
logging truck. 

WSBC Accepted Harvesting Work-related Death Claims
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Since our last publication, there was 
a work related fatality that occurred in 
the BC forestry industry. It is the first 
fatality in 2026. We extend our deepest 
condolences and sympathies to the 
family and friends of the deceased and 
to all those affected by this tragic loss.
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https://www.bcforestsafe.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/BCFSC2026-02-Fatality-Alert-Final.pdf



