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Combustible Dust Training Institute’s (CDTI) First Cohort of
Certified Graduates: Featuring Our Own Bill Laturnus

Bill Laturnus, Senior Safety Advisor for Manufacturing at the B.C. Forest Safety Council, supports
safety for sawmills and wood pellet producers across the province. He provides guidance on a
wide range of occupational health and safety topics with a strong focus on combustible dust.

With 25 years of experience in forest products operations management and another 15 years
running his own OHS consulting company, Bill brings deep practical knowledge to process safety
and combustible dust risk management. Through the CDSP program, he continues to strengthen
his expertise to help improve safety outcomes across the industry. ®

MAG Members Take Part in Mental Health First Aid Essentials
Workshop and Tour Canfor’s Prince George Sawmill

MAG held its quarterly meeting in Prince George in March, which
included a private tour of the Canfor Prince George Sawmill. Members
had the chance to see the automated wrapping station and eight
drying kilns in operation. They also learned about Canfor’s safety
program, observed safe work practices and saw firsthand how
employees are trained to keep safety at the forefront every day.

MAG extends its thanks to Canfor for hosting the visit and sharing
valuable insight into the facility’s operations. ®

March MAG Workshop: Mental Health First Aid Essentials

In March, a Mental Health First Aid
Essentials workshop was delivered by
Udeepa Wijeratne from BCFED Health
and Safety and the Opening Minds
Team at the Mental Health Commission
of Canada.

The workshop offered hands-on
techniques for identifying mental
health changes, listening with empathy
and offering support until professional
assistance can be accessed. Among
the key topics covered was how to use
ALGES.

ALGES provides a framework for
supporting someone in distress using a
simple and effective approach:

ALGES Framework

« Approach, assess, assist —
Approach the person, assess
the situation and assist with any
immediate crisis
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« Listen non-judgmentally — Listen
with empathy and without judgment

« Give reassurance and information
— Offer calm reassurance and clear
information

« Encourage supports — Encourage
reaching out to professional and
personal supports such as family or
friends

« Self-care for the first aider —
Maintain your own well-being after
providing help

If you or your company would like

to access this training, contact the
Opening Minds Team at the Mental
Health Commission of Canada. We
also recommend taking a look at Open
Minds’ Program Resources and their
Mental Health First Aid Essentials and

Training. ®
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https://mentalhealthcommission.ca/
https://mentalhealthcommission.ca/
https://openingminds.org/resources/
https://openingminds.org/training/mhfa/essentials/
https://openingminds.org/training/mhfa/essentials/
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Upcoming Industry Workshop: Falls and Working from Heights

At the March Manufacturing Advisory
Group meeting, falls and working from
heights were identified as ongoing
risks highlighted in MAG audits. To
help address these issues, a focused
workshop is being planned, led by
Nicole Brandson, one of the Council’s
MAG auditors.

The session will explore risks, share
audit learnings and provide practical

strategies for reducing hazards. The
workshop is designed to support

site safety personnel, supervisors of
workers who regularly work at heights
and safety committee members who
perform work at heights.

Proposed workshop locations will
include:

« Williams Lake
+ Quesnel

« Prince George
- Okanagan
- Vancouver Island

Proposed Dates:
July — November 2026

To get updates on final workshop
dates and locations, email mag@
bcforestsafe.org with your name,
preferred location and expected

number of attendees. ®

COFI 2026 Convention Highlights:

This year’s COFI Convention brought
together 650 delegates including
Indigenous leaders, elected officials,
economists and senior industry
executives to discuss the future of
British Columbia’s forest sector during
a time of significant change. The
program explored policy directions,
economic challenges, reconciliation,
trade and the path to long-term
resiliency and competitiveness for BC
forestry world-wide.

Keynote speakers from Indigenous
leadership and senior government
were joined by panels featuring CEOs,
mayors, economists and forestry
professionals. Discussions focused on
practical solutions for predictable wood
supply, community stability, wildfire

resilience, and workforce renewal.

The event also highlighted emerging
forestry professionals and the critical
partnerships needed across the

value chain. Overall, the conference
reinforced forestry’s central role in BC’s
economy and its capacity to remain a
global leader in sustainable resource
development.

BCFSC was thrilled to connect with
attendees at our booth, where we
showcased a variety of free safety
resources including resource pages
with QR codes directly linking to
Harvesting Safety, SAFE Companies,
Falling, Manufacturing and Training
information.

Visitors also had the chance to try
out the features of the FIRS app.

The BCFSC App designed to support
safety documentation and reporting
management for SAFE Certification
Audit submissions.

If you plan on attending forestry
conferences in the coming year, stop
by and say hello. We're always happy
to share tools, answer questions and
offer some great swag. Think of us as
your go-to resource for forest safety. ®

Combustible Dust Regulations Workshop — April 17, 2026

Supervisors and safety personnel
from Western Forest Products took
part in a Combustible Dust Regulation
Update Workshop delivered by the BC
Forest Safety Council on April 17.

The session provided a high level
overview of combustible dust hazards
and a detailed look at the new
regulatory requirements coming into
effect on January 4, 2027. Participants
reviewed key changes, including
enhanced expectations for Joint
Occupational Health and Safety
Committee (JOHSC) consultation
relating to combustion risks, updates
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to combustible dust management
processes and new training
requirements.

A major focus of the workshop was
the expanded role of qualified person
consultation under the updated
regulation, helping participants
understand the qualifications and
responsibilities involved.

This free workshop, led by Bill
Laturnus, Senior Safety Advisor for
Manufacturing, is part of BCFSC’s
continued ongoing support for
operations preparing for regulatory
changes. With several significant

updates coming, early preparation
will be essential for maintaining
compliance and safe workplaces.

If you would like more information
about hosting a workshop at your site
or have questions, contact blaturnus@

bcforestsafe.org ®
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