
 

MOST IMPORTANT 
TAKE AWAY 

Hidden dust buildup can lead to  
fires. 

Ensure all enclosed areas and 
spaces are regularly inspected, 
cleaned and fully sealed.

DESCRIPTION OF EVENT 
FIRE IN PRESS AREA
Three Class 2 fires occurred within 24 
hours in the press-top area.

After the first two incidents, the area was 
cleaned and put back into service. 
However, a further inspection uncovered 
a hidden cavity inside a metal enclosure. 
The cavity was collecting wood dust that 
was partially burnt on the outside but 
looked normal inside. Heat transfer from 
the press repeatedly ignited the trapped 
dust.

To fix the issue, the metal enclosure was 
cut open, cleaned and the dust pile was 
removed. The section will be reinstalled 
and sealed with bolts. Once it is back in 
place, thermal imaging will be used to 
confirm the hot spot is fully eliminated.

• Review all housekeeping maps to 
make sure they cover any areas where 
dust can accumulate, including hidden 
cavities. Consider these in hazard 
assessments.

• Reinforce fire reporting and escalation 
procedures with all supervisors and 
employees.

SUGGESTED ACTIONS

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dropsonline.org%2Fabout%2Fdrops-organisation%2Fdrops-canada-chapter%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ctcarruthers%40bcforestsafe.org%7C4dd43f19214f413059bc08dd8d9086d3%7C9ee968adbfa14664804207df1288d2ab%7C0%7C0%7C638822374335054670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BkGradbOD3n6EFT3O1hoZd3SWsxJFrLdSvxsSmnP7vs%3D&reserved=0



