MANUFACTURING Ask Yourself

SAF ETY ALERT “Could it happen here?”

DESCRIPTION OF EVENT

Broken Water Trailer Coupler —
Property Damage

An employee was returning a water trailer
to the office at the end of the season
when, while driving along a road the
vehicle encountered washboard and
rutting.

The rough conditions caused the trailer
coupler lock to break off, resulting in the
trailer detaching from the hitch ball. The
trailer began to fishtail and struck the
back of the employee’s pickup.

Fortunately, the safety chains kept the w

trailer connected, allowing the employee TAKE AWAY
to pull over safely without further incident.

Ensure trailer is thoroughly
SUGGESTED ACTIONS inspected and documented with
a pre-trip inspection form. Pay
particular attention to couplers
and other attached items

e Ensure trailer is thoroughly inspected
and documented with a pre-trip
inspection form

¢ Increased awareness on how to
tighten and adjust coupler and what
to look for when inspecting

e Regular check of the coupler for
wear, cracks or damage

¢ Reduce speed on rough or
washboard roads to minimize stress
on trailer components
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BCFSC welcomes all incident or near-miss submissions. To protect your Scan the QR Code
privacy, we will review and remove all identifying information. with your mobile
device’s camera to

access this alert.

To share an incident or to subscribe to the Safety Alert of the Week,
visit: www.bcforestsafe.org/safety-alerts/



https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dropsonline.org%2Fabout%2Fdrops-organisation%2Fdrops-canada-chapter%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ctcarruthers%40bcforestsafe.org%7C4dd43f19214f413059bc08dd8d9086d3%7C9ee968adbfa14664804207df1288d2ab%7C0%7C0%7C638822374335054670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BkGradbOD3n6EFT3O1hoZd3SWsxJFrLdSvxsSmnP7vs%3D&reserved=0



