INDUSTRY

SAFETY ALERT

Log trailer disconnects, spills over switchback

Date: November 2025

Details of Close Call / Serious Incident: It was dark as a loaded log truck was hauling from the
top landing of a block. While navigating around a switchback the driver took the corner a bit wide.
The driver was uncomfortable with the steering tires that close to the edge so he stopped and
backed up a few feet to realign further away from the road’s edge.

As the truck started to descend the steeper portion of the switchback the compensator for the trailer
overextended, and pulled out after the keeper bolt broke.

With the compensator disconnected the trailer did not follow the truck around the turn. Instead, it
carried on over the bank while the bunk shifted to an angle allowing the “T” style bunk keeper to
release the bunk from the tractor. This resulted in the bunk going over the edge while fortunately
leaving the truck upright on the road above.
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Learnings & Suggestions:

As per Section 26.2 of the OHS Regulation (Planning and conducting a forestry operation),
ensure all safety issues are identified, documented, and clearly communicated with all workers
on site; and that plans and procedures are in place to address safe work concerns

e Report road use issues immediately.

e Exercise your right to refuse unsafe work if issues are not addressed.

This information is voluntarily submitted. To share a safety alert click here

Do you regularly view our industry-submitted alerts? Let us know your thoughts at alerts@bcforestsafe.org
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