INDUSTRY

SAFETY ALERT

Twister sticks can be a serious hazard for workers

Date: November 2025
Location: Columbia-Shuswap region

Details of Close Call / Serious Incident: A worker was removing a twister-style tail hold
tieback. While relieving the pressure on the twister stick, his hand slipped allowing the stick
to spin freely. The worker tried to quickly move out of the way but slipped on wet rocks and
he fell directly into the twister stick. The worker was struck above the eye and received a
deep laceration.

Learnings & Suggestions: Unfavorable weather conditions may warrant reassessment of
risks for specific tasks.

¢ Review safe work procedures regularly with new and young workers

e Seek assistance for difficult job tasks particularly in upset or uncertain conditions

e Ensure escape routes are in place and are free of hazards

e Ensure a worker check system is used when only one worker is available to install
twisters

Twisters on a standing tailhold
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