MANUFACTURING Ask Yourself

SAF ETY ALERT “Could it happen here?”

DESCRIPTION OF EVENT

Skidder Rollover - SIFp

A skidder was backing up on a logging block
with an approximate slope of 30% to retrieve a
drag of trees when it stalled and couldn't be
restarted.

The stalled skidder began to slowly skid
downhill at approximately one km/hr. The
operator attempted to engage the emergency
brake, but it failed. The regular brakes also
couldn't hold the machine in place. The operator
radioed others on site and was instructed to exit
the machine immediately as it continued to
move down the slope.

Fortunately, the operator was able to exit safely MOST |M PORTANT
without injury. The skidder kept moving TAKE AWAY

downhill, leaving the skid trail and entered a
cable logging area with a significantly steeper
slope - over 60%. It began to roll and turned . .
over approximately six times before coming to Complete a pre-use inspection of
rest in a stand of trees about 100 meters below. both the brake and emergency
brake systems to confirm they are

SUGGESTED ACTIONS functioning properly before

operating the equipment.

o Establish a Safe Work Procedure (SWP):
Operators should test emergency brakes
before starting work.

e Conduct a Review: Reinforce the
importance of addressing any equipment
safety concerns immediately. Machines
must not be operated until issues are
resolved.

¢ Implement a Maintenance Tracking
System: Use a system to log, monitor and
resolve equipment issues.
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BCFSC welcomes all incident or near-miss submissions. To protect your Scan the QR Code
privacy, we will review and remove all identifying information. with your mobile

device’s camera to
access this alert.

To share an incident or to subscribe to the Safety Alert of the Week,
visit: www.bcforestsafe.org/safety-alerts/






