MANUFACTURING Ask Yourself

SAF ETY ALERT “Could it happen here?”

DESCRIPTION OF EVENT
Elevated Work Platform (EWP)

During a scheduled maintenance day, a
cleanup worker and an Aerial Work Platform
(AWP) operator were tasked with removing
dust and debris from elevated areas.

While operating the platform, the basket was
positioned very close to a rafter. The AWP
Operator inadvertently moved the basket
toward the rafter instead of away, pinching the
cleanup worker’s left hand between the outside
railing of the basket and the rafter.

The employee sustained a minor injury. MOST IMPORTANT

However, the combination of equipment power, T T AWKE AWAV

hand placement and structural proximity M M

created a situation with the potential for serious

harm. Operators and passengers must
be aware of hand and body

SUGGESTED ACTIONS positioning to avoid potential pinch

points.
e Reinforce hazard awareness among

operators and passengers, emphasizing Operators should provide clear

:he impor’;af_lcehc;f USiEQ inside handrails communication before equipment
O prevent pincn/crusn injuries. movement.

e Provide training and and establish clear
communication protocols between
operators and passengers prior to
equipment movement, ensuring all
occupants are prepared before the
equipment is activated.

¢ Increase hazard assessment training to
improve employee risk awareness and
promote safer operational practices.

@ BC Forest Safety

BCFSC welcomes all incident or near-miss submissions. To protect your Scan the QR Code
privacy, we will review and remove all identifying information. with your mobile
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device’s camera to
access this alert.

To share an incident or to subscribe to the Safety Alert of the Week,
visit: www.bcforestsafe.org/safety-alerts/






