
 
 

  

Steep Road Incident 
 

Description of the Event: 

 

• A loaded off highway logging truck 
descended a 28% grade switchback. 

• The road surface was damp. 

• The driver applied the brakes and the 
trailer wheels were locking up and 
skidding. 

• The truck was in 1st gear, travelling 
approximately 10 kilometers per hour. The 
driver released the Jake brake and eased 
off the trailer brakes. 

• The truck started gaining speed, so the 
driver decided to drive the truck into the 
ditch. The truck hit a rock bluff (red dot in 
picture on the right). 

• The driver sustained a minor concussion. 

  
 

 

Click here to access this safety alert from our website. 

BCFSC welcomes all incident or near-miss submissions. If you have an incident, you’d like to share or to subscribe to CHAG Safety 
Alerts click here. BCFSC will review and remove all identifying information to protect your privacy. 

Connect With Us: bcforestsafe.org | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | LinkedIn | Instagram 

Disclaimer: CHAG Alerts are voluntarily submitted by workers or companies. We encourage the sharing of information that can help improve safety 
for all workers. BC Forest Safety Council is not responsible for accuracy of content.  

Contributing Factors:  

 

• Switchback with a sleep slope (28% 
grade). 

• Wet road conditions.   

Suggested Actions:  

 

• Complete a steep road assessment. 

• Monitor road conditions. 

• Perform daily truck and trailer inspections. 

• Perform tug tests with a loaded and 
unloaded trailer. 

• Check brake function prior to descending 
sections of steep road. 

 

CHAG 
Coast Harvesting Advisory Group 

https://www.bcforestsafe.org/safety-alerts/
mailto:reception@bcforestsafe.org
https://www.bcforestsafe.org/
https://www.facebook.com/bcforestsafe/
https://twitter.com/bcforestsafety
https://www.youtube.com/user/BCForestSafety/playlists
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bc-forest-safety/
https://www.instagram.com/bcforestsafety/

