
 

MOST IMPORTANT TAKE AWAY 

Review escape hatch locations on 
Bobcats with all operators to ensure 
they know where they are and how they 
work.

DESCRIPTION OF EVENT 

 Bobcat - Front Hatch Blocked
A sawmill employee was using a Bobcat to clean out 
an area across from the sawmill strip hoist. The 
operator was lowering the bucket to back blade when 
the machine lost power. The operator tried to restart 
the machine, but the engine did not respond. 

When a Bobcat's bucket is elevated, it prevents the 
front door from opening. Because the machine lost 
power while the bucket was in the air, the operator 
was stuck in the machine and called for help.

The lead-hand on shift went to assist the operator and 
noticed smoke coming from the back engine 
compartment. The lead-hand asked the operator for 
the fire extinguisher. The engine compartment door 
was difficult to open and it took some time but once 
opened, the small fire was extinguished using the fire 
extinguisher.

This incident had the potential for a very serious 
outcome. If the lead-hand had not arrived to assist, 
the operator would have remained stuck in the Bobcat 
while a fire grew. The potential for serious injury to the 
operator and damage to the equipment was severe.

SUGGESTED ACTIONS
1. Review escape hatch locations on Bobcats with

all operators to ensure they are aware of the
location and how to use them.

2. Change SWP for Bobcat operation to reflect the
operator should immediately utilize the
emergency escape hatch and exit the machine if
the machine loses of power and/or the front door
entry is blocked. Review the change with all
Bobcat operators.

3. During operations, a periodic machine cleaning
schedule may be required when utilizing the
machine for clean up activities.

Bobcats have emergency escape hatches at the 
back window (as circled in the image).




