
 

  
 

 

Click here to access this safety alert from our website. 

BCFSC welcomes all incident or near-miss submissions. If you have an incident you’d like to share or would like to 
subscribe to the Industry Safety Alert click here. BCFSC will review and remove all identifying information to protect 
your privacy. 

Connect With Us: bcforestsafe.org | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | LinkedIn | Instagram 

Disclaimer: Industry Alerts are voluntarily submitted by workers or companies. We encourage the sharing of information that can help improve 
safety for all workers. The BC Forest Safety Council is not responsible for accuracy of content.  

 

Safety Alerts from New Zealand 
 
 
The terminology may differ, but forestry harvesting operations in New Zealand experience 
the same challenges and hazards that can be found in BC’s logging industry.  
 
Scroll through the following pages to learn more about numerous safety issues, in this series 
of Alerts as provided by SafeTree New Zealand: 
 
 
1) Excavator-Roll-Over 

 

2) Machine-Roll-Over-Emergency_Exit-Blocked 

 

3) Lone-Workers-Sinkhole-Hidden-Hazards 

 

4) Failed-Cable-Gantry-Operations 

 

5) Changing-Chain-on-Processor-Head 

 

6) Mechanic-Fatality-Hydraulic-Hose-Repair 

 

7) Loose-and-Missing-Wheelnuts 

 

8) Cutting-Corners-on-Forestry-Roads 

http://www.bcforestsafe.org/views/alerts
mailto:banys@bcforestsafe.org
http://www.bcforestsafe.org/
https://www.facebook.com/bcforestsafe/
https://twitter.com/bcforestsafety
https://www.youtube.com/user/BCForestSafety/playlists
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bc-forest-safety/
https://www.instagram.com/bcforestsafety/
https://safetree.nz/safety-alerts/
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Aitirau Road, P O Box 304, Turangi.

TO: All workers

Date November 2021

Re: SAFETY ALERT Safety when changing the chain on a
processing head
_________________________________________________________________

Through conducting different audits and Safety observations it had come to light that
more is needed around the safety requirements when changing a chain on a
processor head.

Below are some requirements that must be followed at all times.

STOP

YOUR MUST ensure the machine is turned off before starting the process
of changing the chain.

YOU MUST shut down (isolate) all energy sources to the machine and
processing head and release (de-energise) all stored energy within the
machine and processing head before starting the change process.

Ensuring there is zero energy before starting the process will prevent any parts
of the machine or processing head from moving unexpectedly.

You must ensure the locking pin is in place before starting the change process.

All workers who are required to change a chain on a processing head must be
trained in the process or supervised if under training until deemed competent.

If performing any maintenance on the machine you MUST ensure you have
engaged a Lock out Tag out process before commencing any maintenance
process.

If you have any questions regarding this alert, please contact Don or Veronica.
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Aitirau Road, P O Box 304, Turangi.

TO: All workers

Date August 2021

Re: SAFETY ALERT Cutting corners
_________________________________________________________________

Driving is a critical risk within all forests managed by NZFM.

Since the beginning of this year, we have had various incidents where drivers have cut
corners while driving in the forest resulting in serous near misses and property damage.

There is a need to remind ALL drivers (light and heavy vehicles) that cutting corners on any
road is dangerous and it is only a matter of time before someone is hurt or killed.

Can you PLEASE meet with all your drivers and let them know that cutting corners while
driving on any road, both in and out of the forest, is dangerous and unacceptable.

Anyone driving in any forest and on public roads NEEDS TO DRIVE TO THE CONDITIONS,
THIS MEANS NAVIGATING A CORNER IN A SAFE MANNER.

The roads in the forests which NZFM manage are some of the best forestry roads in the
country so there are no excuses for drivers navigating corners in an unsafe manner.

All corners need to be approached with caution (with the assumption there is another
vehicle / truck approaching) and treated with the respect they deserve. NZFM endeavours
to ensure all roads are up to a safe standard for all vehicles to travel on.

If you see a problem or think that a particular part of a road is unsafe then let us know and
we will assess it.
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Safety on the roads is everyone responsibility.
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