Falling

BCFSC & WorkSafeBC Webinar

— Wednesday, November 24, 2021

At the end of August, WorkSafeBC

available in the coming weeks. Check

sent letters to employers registered our social media channels or our home

in Integrated Forest Management
(703008) and Manual Tree Falling
and Bucking (703013) regarding

supervision, more specifically relating

to falling supervision. In response,

the BC Forest Safety Council (BCFSC)

sent information outlining what a

falling operation is expected to have

completed and readily available to

all crew members onsite. Review this

communication which can also be
found on our website.

BCFSC and WorkSafeBC also
partnered to host a webinar on

Wednesday, November 24, 2021 from
9:00am — 11:00am. Discussion topics

included effective supervision for
hand fallers and key responsibilities

page for a link to the recording. ®
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@ EC Forest Safety

Employers registered within WorkSafeBC's classification units in Integrated Forest
Management (703008) and Manual Tree Falling and Bucking (703013) will have recently
received the altached WorkSafeBC letter regarding supervision, specifically relating to
faller supervision.

In separate incidents during a short two-week period earlier this spring, two hand fallers
suffered fatal injuries and a third faller had a near-miss that could have resulted in a fatal
injury. While investigations are underway to identify the definitive causes of these incidents,
itis of benefit to everyone in the industry to remind themselves of the circumstances that
often lead to incidents like these and what can be done to address them before another
tragic outcome oceurs.

As an immediate step, WorkSafeBC will continue to conduct focused risk-based inspections
of hand falling operations and will ramp up inspections beginning in the fall with an
increased focus on the effectiveness of falling supervision

In the coming months, WorkSafeBC wil also be partnering with BCFSC to provide webinars
on topics related to key responsibilities for safety in forestry, including effective supervision
for hand fallers. BCFSC will be posting information on our website and on social media as it
becomes available.

To help industry prepare for a visit from a WorkSafeBC Officer, BCFSC Falling Safety
Advisors have compiled a list of what  falling operation is expected to have completed and
have readily available to all crew members onsite.

Block Plan

« Asite-specific and current Emergency Response Plan (ERP).

« Asite-specific and current First Aid Site Assessment that meets OHS regulations for
the site and includes listing the available equipment and personnel available to help
in case of an emergency.

« Initial safety meeting and site falling plan that includes safe work procedures for
hand falling and bucking, communication, qualified assistance, and alterate falling
methods available.

« Site specific hazard assessment for each active opening in the Block Plan that
identifies all, general site hazards, their level of risk to the workers, and the planned
action to control them.

«Hazard report to document any specific hazards, the level of risk for the workers and
the planned action to control the hazard. This includes using a Corrective Action Log
(CAL).

« Changes to Workplace Plan — documenting changes to the falling plan.

« A daly Falling Plan that has been reviewed and signed by the fallers before starting
work for the day.

« Al workers and visitors must have a site orientation which includes having them
review and sign off on the Block Plan.
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for forestry safety. If you missed the

webinar, a recording will be made WorkSafeBC Letter BCFSC Communication

The Sked® Stretcher System

During a recent advocacy visit, Falling
Safety Advisor, David Adshead was
introduced to The Sked® Stretcher, a
revolutionary rescue basket option. The
Sked Stretcher is a compact, versatile
and durable emergency rescue stretcher
designed to provide outstanding patient
protection and security in any situation.

“If anyone has used a metal basket
stretcher, you know how easily it gets
caught in branches and brush, making

it near impossible to move on your own.
The Sked stretcher is rolled and stored in
a sturdy, compact backpack which makes
it really easy to move from one location to
another.” explains Adshead.

Get more information on the SKED
stretcher. ®

DECEMBER 2021 FOREST SAFETY NEWS

Safety is good business _


https://www.bcforestsafe.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/BCFSC-Response-to-WorkSafeBC-Letter-to-Employers.pdf
https://www.firstaidcanada.com/product/sked-stretcher-basic-rescue-system/
https://www.firstaidcanada.com/product/sked-stretcher-basic-rescue-system/

Falling

New Faller Training - Northwest Bay

The fall session of New Faller Training took place in Northwest Bay from September 27 — October 29, 2021. Thank you to
Sam Stanko and Mike Bowater from Mosaic for supplying the timber site and their continued support of the program.

Left to right: Lead Trainer John Jacobsen, Assistant Trainer Wayne Miller, Participants Casey Harrison, Jesse Walters and
Kevin Bartkowski, and Assistant Trainer Shannon Cupper. ®

Falling Safety Advisor Activities

2021 Falling Safety Advisor Activities as of October 31, 2021 « 7 Certified Falling Supervisor Quality Assurance Visits

« 10 Faller Certifications ( 4 New Faller Trainee, 6 Challenge) 36 Certified Falling Supervisor Visits
« 5 Falling Supervisor Certifications « 17 Trainer Quality Assurance Visits

« 199 Faller Visits « 18 Company Reviews ®

Two new faller training courses are scheduled for 2022. For questions about

[ ]
U pCO m I n g the program, please visit BCFSC website or email faller@bcforestsafe.org.
N ew Fa I Ie r Course Dates 2022 (locations to be determined)

« April 4 — May 6, 2022

Tra I n I n g fo r « September 26 — October 28, 2022

2022 To register, please contact the College of the Rockies at 250-344-5901. ®
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