MANUFACTURING

Ask Yourself

SAF ETY ALERT “Could it happen here?”

DESCRIPTION OF EVENT
Forklift Pinched Hand

A forklift operator conducted his pre-trip
inspection at the start of shift and identified
that the latch that holds the forklift door in the
open position was not functioning. The
operator carried on and climbed into the
forklift. As the operator was about to sit in the
seat the door swung shut and caught his hand
which was holding on to the door frame. The
door was not secured in the open position due
to the damaged latch and swung shut due to a
combination of the forklift being parked on a
slight slope (gravity) and wind. The door
crushed the employee’s finger causing a cut
that required stitches. The employee was
wearing impact resistant gloves which likely
reduced the severity of the injury.

SUGGESTED RECOMMENDATIONS:

e Ensure all safety features are
checked during pre-trip
inspections (Door locking latch).

¢ Do not operate mobile equipment
if safety features are not
functioning.

e Do not grab door jamb while

entering and exiting equipment.
Use the hand grab bars.

MAG

Manufacturing Advisory Group

To share an incident or to subscribe to the Safety Alert of the Week,
visit: www.bcforestsafe.org/safety-alerts/

@ BC Forest Safety

BCFSC welcomes all incident or near-miss submissions. To protect your
privacy, we will review and remove all identifying information.

MOST IMPORTANT TAKE AWAY

Do not grab door jamb while entering
and exiting equipment. Use the hand
grab bars.

Scan the QR Code
with your mobile
device's camera to
access this alert.



