MANUFACTURING ASK YOURSELF

SAFETY ALERT "Could it happen here?"

DESCRIPTION OF EVENT

Heater Failure Caused Fire

The infra-red radiant heater
mounted on the ceiling above the
VDA lube system failed. Video
surveillance shows that the
element failed, causing a shower of
sparks which ignited electrical
wiring and foam insulation.
Maintenance employees saw the
smoke and notified the Supervisor IMPORTANT TAKE AWAY
and extinguished the fire and a fire -
watch was assigned.

Heater failures create the

potential for catastrophic fires.

SUGGESTED ACTIONS Review the current procedures
Investigate installing a for heater use and develop safe
ground fault |nd|cator to Shut procedures and englneerlng
down the power. controls to miminize or

* Seekan alternate safer eliminate the potential for fires.
model of heater.

e Inspect all heaters to ensure
they are mounted correctly,
are in a safe location, in
good working order and
have protective screens and
disconnect switches.

e Consider installing timer
switches on all heathers to
eliminate heater fallures BCFS welcomes all incident or near

when employees are absent. miss submissions.
If you have an incident you'd like to

share or subscribe to the Safety

Alert of the Week go to the link
MAG below. BCFSC will review and o
——— remove all identifying information to Useyour phone's
Manufacturing Advisory Group  BC Forest Safety protect your privacy. camerato scan

www.bcforestsafe.ora/mode/3409 the QR Code




