
 
 

 
 

Trailer Loader Foot Pedal Jammed in Down Position 

Description of the Event: 
A truck driver called for assistance at the 
trailer loader. The truck driver stated that 
after he backed into position and lowered 
his trailer, the cable continued to spool out. 
The driver tried to hit the foot pedals 
numerous times to stop the hoist to no 
avail. Once the cable completely spooled 
out, the cable spooled backward and pulled 
the trailer back up to the top of the hoist 
frame. The force snapped the cable and 
dropped the trailer onto the truck bed 
causing damage to the truck and trailer. 
The driver was in a safe location when the 
trailer dropped. 

 Suggested Actions:  

• Install an emergency stop button for the 
trailer hoist. 

• Install a more weather durable style of 
foot pedal. 

• Investigate the potential for limits in 
both directions instead of just one. 

• Replace the damaged cable and have 
the hoist inspected and weight tested. 

• Continually monitor trailer loaders to 
ensure drivers stay out of the bite while 
trailer is elevated.  

 

 

Click here to access this safety alert from our website. 

BCFSC welcomes all incident or near-miss submissions. If you have an incident you’d like to share or would like to 
subscribe to the TAG Safety Alert click here. BCFSC will review and remove all identifying information to protect your 
privacy. 

Connect With Us: bcforestsafe.org | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | LinkedIn | Instagram 
Disclaimer: TAG Alerts are voluntarily submitted by workers or companies. We encourage the sharing of information that can help improve safety for 
all workers. The BC Forest Safety Council is not responsible for accuracy of content.  

 
*Position of truck and trailer after incident. 

 

 
*Down foot pedal that jammed. 
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