
 
 

 

 

Description of the Event: 

• While using the trailer hoist to lower the 
rear trailer onto the lead, the driver had to 
reposition the trailer during the sequence 
using the hoist controls, and accidentally 
lowered the trailer further instead of 
moving it horizontally. 
 

• The driver had reached out to stabilize the 
trailer with his left hand during the 
process, and two fingers were caught 
between the handle of the dolly leg and 
frame of the lead trailer. 

 

• The driver was familiar with the safe use 
of the hoist. 

  

Contributing Factors 
 

• The driver used his hand to move the 
trailer into position using the handle on 
the dolly leg rather than a pike pole.  

 

• The driver mistakenly lowered the trailer 
rather than raising it using the controls. 

 

Note:  
During the investigation the following 
was noted: 
-Directional arrows were worn off on 
hoist controls  
- Pike pole use was cumbersome 
due to overall length  

 

DRIVER PINCHES HAND AT TRAILER HOIST 
 

 

Click here to access this safety alert from our website. 

 BCFSC welcomes all incident or near-miss submissions. If you have an incident you’d like to share or would like to 
subscribe to the TAG Safety Alert click here. BCFSC will review and remove all identifying information to protect your 
privacy. 

Connect With Us: bcforestsafe.org | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | LinkedIn | Instagram 

Disclaimer: TAG Alerts are voluntarily submitted by workers or companies. We encourage the sharing of information that can help improve safety for 
all workers. The BC Forest Safety Council is not responsible for accuracy of content.  

  
Suggested Actions 

  

• Ensure pike pole is an appropriate 
length for drivers to use effectively in 
positioning trailer while also maintaining 
safe distancing.  

 

• Ensure directional arrows on the hoist 
control pad are clearly visible. 

 

• Ensure pike pole and hoist control pad 
are inspected frequently and replaced/ 
repaired as required. 

 

• Ensure safe work procedures are 
posted in a visible location at the trailer 
hoist. 
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