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What should you do during an evacuation? What should you have 
ready and how can you make sure everyone on your workplace and in 
your household knows the plan?

Wildfires can spread quickly and you may need to leave with very little 
warning. Preparing in advance can help keep you, your co-workers and 
your family safe. Identify the emergencies most likely to affect your 
area, plan evacuation routes and procedures, assign responsibilities, 
communicate clearly and practise your plan regularly.

Make sure you have an emergency plan and grab-and-go bags 
prepared for your home, workplace and vehicles.

DON'T WAIT FOR AN EVACUATION 
ORDER TO START PLANNING!

WHAT TO KNOW:
• BEFORE AN EVACUATION
• GRAB-AND-GO BAG CHECKLIST
• IF AN EVACUATION ALERT IS ISSUED
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BE PREPARED BEFORE AN EVACUATION: 
• Know the Hazards: Identify the risks in your area and know if your home or workplace will be affected by 

wildfire smoke, poor air quality, road closures and power outages.
• Create an Emergency Plan: Make a written document that includes evacuation routes and alternate 

routes, meeting locations, emergency contacts, medical needs, pet care arrangements and where 
emergency supplies are stored.

• Choose Muster Points: Pick two muster points - one close to your home or workplace and another outside 
the immediate area in case local access is restricted.

• Create a Contact List: Include household members, work contacts, neighbours, schools, care providers, 
emergency contacts and at least one out-of-area contact.

• Assign Roles: Designate responsibilites for grabs-and-go bags, pet care, shutting down equipment if safe 
to do so, someone to contact family, and who will confirm everyone is accounted for.

• Practise the Plan: Review your plan at least once a year, before wildfire season and whenever there are 
major changes to your household or workplace.

IF AN EVACUATION ALERT IS ISSUED

Scan the QR 
code to access 
the Wildfire 
Evacuation 
Planning 
Resource 

GRAB-AND-GO BAG CHECKLIST

Scan the QR 
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to access the 
Wildfire 
Preparedness 
Guide

Scan the QR code 
to access BCFSC's 
Emergency 
Response 
Planning 
Resources

• Stay calm and monitor sources such as local emergency officials, Emergency Info BC, the BC Wildfire 
Service, local radio stations or your employer's emergency lead.

• Review your planned evacuation route and alternate route.
• Move vehicles into a position that allows for a quick departure and keep keys readily accessible.
• Gather your grab-and-go bags, medications, important documents, pets and any essential equipment.
• Check in with household members to confirm who is home, who is away and where everyone will meet if 

separated.
• Be prepared to leave early if conditions worsen or if someone in your household needs extra time to evacuate.

https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/wildfire-evacuation-planning?lang=en
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/public-safety-and-emergency-services/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/embc/preparedbc/preparedbc-guides/wildfire_preparedness_guide.pdf
https://www.bcforestsafe.org/resource/emergency-response-planning/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status
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https://www.emergencyinfobc.gov.bc.ca/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status



