
 

START HERE 
Do you have current maps or 

charts of all sections of the trip 
and have you reviewed the 

forecast for the duration of the 
trip including the return voyage 

Is the wind speed below 
30 knots in all protected 

or sheltered waters being 
traversed in the trip plan? 

Is the wind speed below 
20 knots in all open or 
exposed waters being 

traversed in the trip plan? 

Are sea swells along all 
sections of the trip below 

2 meters in height? 

Are you starting the trip 
after sunrise and do you 
have at least 1.5 times 

the expected trip 
duration before sunset? 

Is perceived or expected 
visibility under 500 

meters for the full length 
of the trip plan?  Is the 

current against the tide? 

Proceed with  
caution. 

Assess conditions 
on an ongoing  

basis 

Do you have 1.5 times 
the maximum expected 

volume of fuel necessary 
for the trip plan? 

Recalculate the trip 
duration based on your 
expected speed under 

poor visibility conditions 
and changing tide 

conditions. Do you still 
have at least 1.5 times 

the expected trip 
duration before sunset?  

Return Voyage 
Consider additional factors  

including fatigue 

Have you successfully 
completed a pre-

departure checklist and 
found all essential 
communications, 

navigation, and safety 
equipment to be in good 

working order? 

Have the trip plan, 
expected time of arrival, 

check-in routine, and 
any alternate routes 

been communicated to 
and confirmed with 

dispatch/base? 

POSTPONE THE VOYAGE 
Safety of crew and passengers is always 

the priority 

This decision tree applies to the proposed trip plan and route. Conditions must be monitored on an ongoing basis.  Should conditions change, or 
the route be altered, repeat the process under these new conditions. 
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Marine Go No-Go Flowchart—Small Passenger Vessels 

YES 

Possible controls for consideration 
to reduce risk 

 Buddy system with other vessels 

in area to assist 

Alternate vessel 

 All passenger and crew wear 

PFDs 

 Arrange for frequent check in with 

Coast Guard 
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