
Contractor Safety and the BC 
Wildfire Service



Fire behaviour is becoming more extreme 
and less predictable, driven by prolonged 
drought, fuel loading from insects/disease, 
and climate-driven heat events.

Six of BC’s most severe fire seasons have 
been since 2017, and climate projections are 
indicating that we will continue to see more 
prolonged and severe wildfire events.

Hazards and risks associated to wildland fire fighting
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Hazards and risks associated to wildland fire fighting
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All activities in wildland firefighting carry 
inherent risk.

“Without either limiting the number of 
individuals exposed to hazards or limiting 
their engagement to areas with less hazard 
or lower intensity hazard to begin with, the 
frequency and severity of many of these 
injuries cannot be prevented or eliminated.”

Source: US Forest Service - Quantifying Danger: New data on wildland 
firefighter injuries
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Safety standards in the procurement process
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Safety standards in the procurement process

Equipment and Qualification Inspections 
Every contracted service should have an inspection 
completed by the Fire Centre, Fire Zone, or Fireline 
Supervisor upon arrival to the requested muster site.

Contractor Performance Evaluations 
The primary purpose of this evaluation is to offer timely 
feedback to resources concerning their performance, 
which can help sustain good work practices and address 
any areas of weakness. 

Event of Default/Non-Compliance
All deficiencies or issues identified during the inspection 
or witnessed unsafe acts, performance issues or quality of 
work must be reported and documented.
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BCWS and Contractor Safety – WorkSafe BC

WorkSafeBC has identified 
wildfire work as a prevention 
priority, increasing 
inspections, guidance, and 
enforcement due to rising 
injuries, fatalities, and 
exposure risks.
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BCWS and Contractor Safety – WorkSafe BC

WSBC Orders: Danger tree awareness 

BCWS Actions: 
• Training and awareness:

o Utilized BCFSC Danger Tree Awareness course 
o In 2024, BCWS introduced a Danger Tree 

Awareness course to New Recruit Boot Camp 
in addition to other safety courses.

• Operational improvements:
• Safe Work guidance has been developed to 

assist workers in falling trees through natural 
means to reduce exposure at the base of 
actively burning trees.
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BCWS and Contractor Safety – WorkSafe BC
WSBC Orders: Training and supervision

• Regular and consistent use of the Field Safety Plan 
will be addressed in new crew leader training and 
as part of the annual recurrency training.

• Increased responsibility for Zone Wildfire Officers 
to track and ensure completion of training.

• Increased responsibility of Zone and Regional 
Wildfire Coordination Officers to ensure 
appropriate crew supervision/leadership is in place 
for any high-risk activity personnel may be 
undertaking.
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BCWS and Contractor Safety – WorkSafe BC
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https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/news-and-
events/backgrounders/wildfires?lang=en 
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Industry wide education

Safety communications

BCFSC and ILA feedback

BC Forest Safety Council and ILA involvement
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BCWS Total Worker Health 
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Occupational Athlete project 

Respiratory protection and 
exposure 

Camp Infrastructure



BCWS Total Worker Health 

16Contractor Safety and the BC Wildfire Service

Mental Wellness and Resiliency Training

Early retirement for wildfire fighters

BCWS Mental Health Leadership Team

Mental Health for First Responders 
provincial committee



Mental Health Supports in BCWS
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THANK YOU.

Questions?
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