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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 


 


 


Serious Incident 
 


Location: Clearwater BC   


 


Date of Incident: Jan 9, 2009   


 


Details of Incident: 


Employee was spooling up guyline when a loop of the guyline came out and hit him 


in the face causing a cut which required stitches. Employee was unaware that there 


was slack in the guyline. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Recommended Preventative Actions:  


Contractor to update SOP around spooling of guylines to include standing further 


away when lines are being spooled and looking up to check for possible slack in the 


lines or other hazards before winding tight. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


For more information, please call: Canfor Vavenby 250-676-1138 








LONG SHOT HOLDINGS LTD SAFETY ALERT 
 


Copy To:  Employees & Contractors   Date: April 17, 2009  


 


Subject:  Runaway Log     File: 019 


 


DETAILS OF INCIDENT:  On February 19, 2009 a logging crew which entailed a  


loader operator, yarding crew and bucker man were working closely together.  The  


yarder was yarding downhill with the grapple at the back end pulling down by the  


top; when a 10 ft slag came out of the grapple which tumbled down the hill.  At this  


time the loader operator and his bucker were working on a skid at the bottom, in the  


line of fire of this runaway log.  The yarder operator sounded off his horn just in  


time for the bucker to run into the safe zone.  The runaway log crashed into the skid  


that the bucker was working on at the time.    


 


 


INVESTIGATION: The area that the workers were at was very steep ground and the  


weather conditions were wet with snow mixed in making the ground unstable.  The  


work site was stopped immediately and all workers were evacuated from the area.   


 


 


 RECOMMENDED PREVENTATIVE ACTIONS: Once it was safe to do so the 


supervisor assessed the area and it was decided that only the yarding would 


commence and once the yarder was finished with this specific area then the ground 


crew could come back and work.  The supervisor monitored the area closely to ensure 


the safety of all workers. 


 


  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







Please review this close call/hazard alert with all workers so they understand 


the precautions they must take while working for Long Shot Holdings Ltd. 


 


Reported by: Laura Olynyk    Safety Coordinator 
 








 
 


FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 
 
 


Close Call/Serious Incident 
 
Location:  Campbell River 
 
Date of Incident: February 27, 2009 
 
Details of Incident: 
 
122 Grapple Yarder was walking past 044 Grapple Yarder in a turnout when the 
track sunk.  The operators hooked lines from one GY to the other in order to assist 
the 122 back onto solid road surface.  One hook tender had moved into the bight to 
notch the stump thinking he had time.  The hook tender had communicated his 
intentions to the operator of 122, but the conversation wasn’t confirmed by either 
worker.  When the 044 operator pulled on 122 GY the standing tail holds were 
pulled over at the backend and narrowly missed hitting the hook tender. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommended Preventative Actions: 
 


- Insure that the ground is solid enough to hold up a machine before 
committing the weight of the machine. 


 
- Use guy lines when required. 


 
- All tail-holds must be assessed prior to imposing extreme stresses on them. 


 
- Develop a plan and communicate that plan with all parties involved. 
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 


 


 


Close Call/Serious Incident 
 


Location: Mt. Washington- Campbell River 


 


Date of Incident: April 13, 2009 


 


Details of Incident: 


Two field workers were working together doing timber evaluations / stand 


reconnaissance in approx. .3m of snow at an elevation of 550m when they came across  


fresh bear tracks in the snow, leading away from where they were working. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Recommended Preventative Actions:  


 


Field crew reviewed there ppe equipment (bear spray/bear bangers) remained in close 


proximity with each other, and made sure to make as much noise as possible, as they left 


the area. 


 


First sighting of a bear for this year. 


 


 


 


 


For more information, please call: 


Kevin Kyle 


KAZ Contracting ltd. 


Campbell River, BC 


250-830-0280 
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 


 


 


Close Call/Serious Incident 
 


Location: Skeetchestn Indian Band 


 


Date of Incident: April 14, 2009 


 


Details of Incident: Worker twists leg on uneven ground at worksite. An   


   excavator had been on site and left the worksite ground   


   uneven. When working with a chop saw, the worker went to  


   rotate the board he was working with for another cut. He  


   stepped back to place the board and his left foot slipped into a  


   hole 8-12 inches deep. This in turn jarred the workers right hip 


   and knee.  


 


Recommended Preventative Actions: Inform and ensure that Excavator is to leave  


   the worksite area adequately groomed.  


   Workers are aware of their work area and inspect it before  


   commencing work. The uneven ground was brought up in a  


   previous toolbox meeting – Supervisor to ensure workers are  


   actively participating and understanding issues communicated  


   in the toolbox meetings.   


 


 


 


For more information, please call:  


 


   Jada Britton 


   Skeetchestn Indian Band 


   Natural Resources Department 


   Health & Safety Representative 


(250) 373-2493 


1-866-373-2493 


jada@skeetchestn.ca 
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 


 


 


Close Call 
 


Location: Block B11, Mooyah Bay, BC.  


 


Date of Incident: May 5, 2009 


 


Details of Incident: When the helicopter was dropping off the crew to the block, it 


was noticed at the last minute that the helipad they were about to land on had 


partially collapsed.  The helicopter got close to the helipad but did not land.  The 


crew was then dropped off at a different location.  The helicopter had dropped a 


crew off earlier that day to the helipad and the damage is likely to have occurred 


during the last take-off from the pad.   


 


 


 


 


Recommended Preventative Actions:  Be aware of wooden helipads’ eventual 


degradation and that a visual check from the air may not be sufficient in assessing 


stability of helipads.  Doing a check-over of each helipad each time it is used and 


reporting any issues to supervisors is recommended.  Also reporting any helipads 


that are known to be in an unsafe condition for landing should be taken off maps 


and discussed at safety meetings.  


 


 


 


 


 


For more information, please call:  


 


Stephanie Dawe at 250 897 3853 
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 


 


Close Call/Serious Incident 
 


Interfor – Grand Forks Woods Division 
 


Location:  Southern Interior Forest Region 


 


Date of Incident: May 7
th


, 2009 


 


Details of Incident:   


 


Worker picked up several wood ticks during the day, however, failed to find one 


which embedded itself in the worker’s head 


 


 


 


 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


 


Be more thorough about checking clothing and skin. 


 


Review the BC Health Site which provides a good overview of the subject of ticks, 


and Lyme disease – link supplied: 
http://www.healthlinkbc.ca/kbase/topic/major/hw77226/descrip.htm 
 


If possible acquire and review the movie “Under Our Skin – Lyme Disease” – a film 


by Andy Abrahams Wilson 


 This movie discusses the fact that Lyme disease may not be as rare as it 


is assumed, and that leaving it untreated can lead to catastrophic health 


issues..  Information can be found at  http://www.underourskin.com/ 


 


For further information review the Canadian Lyme Disease Foundation found at: 
www.canlyme.com 


 


 


For more information, please call: Miriam March  250-443-2440 


     Phil Olinger      250-443-2402 



http://www.healthlinkbc.ca/kbase/topic/major/hw77226/descrip.htm

http://www.canlyme.com/
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 
 
 


Close Call/Serious Incident 
 
Location: Kellog Creek, PG Forest District 
 
Date of Incident: 05/28/2009 
 
Details of Incident: 
At around 9am, a planter was working along the tree line at the back of his piece 
when he was surprised by a black bear about three meters away. The bear bolted up 
a tree where it remained for about 30 minutes before leaving the area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommended Preventative Actions: 
 
Maintain awareness of surroundings especially around tree line. Ensure workers do 
not have IPod headphones covering both ears. Planters can shout along tree line 
occasionally. Work in pairs if bear known to be in vicinity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information, please call:  
 
Wayne Wood 
Nechako Reforestation Services Ltd 
250-561-2688 








     
Date of Incident: June 2, 2009 Site:


 
Port McNeill Forest Operation 


   
Experience:


 
11 Years with GLM and CFI        


Incident : Coast Forest Industries – Faller struck by pivoting chunk  


Description: 


The Faller was opening up on the low side of the 
right of way (RoW) and was falling an 11” hemlock 
danger tree.  He tried to fall the danger tree 
downhill but it sat back and broke off falling uphill at 
a 45º angle.  There was adequate holding wood on 
the danger tree stump and the undercut depth was 
approx. 50%. 


The Faller then continued opening up the bottom of 
the RoW face.  Once opened up, he headed uphill 
to the high side of the face to remove a 3.5’ 
hemlock.  On route he bucked a small chunk out of 
the 45º hemlock danger tree and walked through to 
the 3.5’ hemlock. 


The Faller fell the 3.5’ hemlock and moved back 
approx. 5’ from the stump.  When the tree hit the 
ground, the butt slid down the bank and hit the top 
piece of the fallen danger tree (26’ long/9” in 
diameter) causing it to upend, swing towards the 
faller and strike him on the left side of his face.   
After striking the Faller, the piece of the fallen 
danger tree came to rest 7’ past the stump of the 
3.5’ hemlock on the high side.  


The Faller was examined and x-rayed by a 
Physician and only had bumps and bruises. 


 


Upset Condition: 
1. 11” hemlock danger tree did not fall in 


intended direction. 
2. Faller did not get 10’ away from the stump 


or have an adequate escape trail.  


      


Learning and Suggestions: 
1. Fallers MUST always ensure they get a minimum of 10’ away from the stump. 
2. Fallers MUST always ensure they have adequate escape trails. 
3. Always assess the hazards of falling timber on top of logs that are out of lay.  Where safe to do so, logs that are 


out of lay should be bucked above and below the location the next tree will land – to minimize the potential a 
chunk will come back at the Faller.  


4. Bullbuckers to observe work practices during audits to ensure falling standards are adhered to.  


   


For more information contact:


  


John Murgatroyd – Coast Forest Industries - 250-902-9475 
Vince Devlin – EHS North Vancouver Island Region – 250-956-5318 


 
Western Forest Products 


Hazard Alert


  


Faller was 5 feet away 
from 3.5’ stump when he 
was struck by the pivoting 
chunk


 


As the butt of the 3.5’ log slid down 
the bank it caused the chunk to 
pivot around the stump  


11” hemlock danger tree that 
went over backwards at a 45º 
angle


 








FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT


Close Call/Serious Incident


Location: Squamish River


Date of Incident: June 11, 2009


Details of Incident:
On Thursday June 11, a 4-man crew was marking retention trees within heli-blocks 
in the Squamish River. The weather had been dry for the last few weeks and a 
lightning storm had occurred during the evening of July 10. At about 10:30am the 
crew received a radio call from the helicopter on the Infinity-Pacific radio frequency. 
A small fire was burning approximately 1 km to the North of the crews location. The 
crew was picked up at the heli pad approximately 15 minutes later and returned to 
the airport. 


The crew did not return to the area until Monday June 15, after they had 
confirmation that the fire had been put out.


Recommended Preventative Actions:
1. Communicaton: 


Infinity-Pacific conducts a crew/contractor pre-work prior to starting any new 
project. Communication options are identified as part of the pre-work, and radios 
are programmed appropriately. In this instance, both field crew/helicopter had 
four methods of communication:


i. Cell phone – Crew working maps have the helicopter office phone 
number printed on them, and the helicopter company had the crew 
cell phone numbers


ii. Radio Frequencies – The helicopter company had the Infinity-Pacific 
operating frequency programmed in their machine, and Infinity-
Pacific crew had the helicopter company repeater programmed in 
their portable radios. In addition, a radio check is performed when the 
helicopter drops the field crew at the heli-pad


iii. MoF Repeater – The relevant repeater color was identified for this 
area during the prework, and crews confirmed they could trigger the 
repeater when in the field


1







In this instance, the communication system worked well, as the helicopter was 
able to reach the crew and safely remove them from the area


2. Monitor Weather/Fire Danger Rating
i. The safety coordinator will monitor the weather forecasts in the 


crew operating areas, and communicate extreme weather forecasts, 
such as lightning storms, to the field crews.


ii. The safety coordinator will monitor the Fire Danger Class for the 
crew operating areas, and communicate high/extreme danger ratings 
to field crews. The Fire Danger Class site can be found online at the 
following link:


http://bcwildfire.ca/hprScripts/DgrCls/index.asp?Region=2


iii. Field crews are to be alert and exercise caution when working in 
during the fire season, and shall leave the area if they observe  signs 
of fire in their operating area.


3. Wildfire Reporting
i.  Portable radios have both MoF Repeaters and Fire Frequencies 


programmed in them, so crews can immediately report a wildfire. 
ii.  In addition, field crews have both truck safety binders with 


emergency contacts and emergency contact field cards when they 
are working in areas of cell phone coverage 


For more information, please call: 
Chris Gruenwald, Safety Coordinator
Infinity-Pacific Stewardship Group Ltd.
604-460-1390 Ext 231
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LONG SHOT HOLDINGS LTD SAFETY ALERT 
 


Copy To:  Employees & Contractors   Date: June 16, 2009  


        BC Forest Safety Council, 


        Coast Tsimshian Resource 


 


Subject:  Fire in the sort yard    File: 021  


 


DETAILS OF INCIDENT: On June 13, 2009 a member of the public noticed smoke  


coming out of the Poirier Sort Yard in Terrace, BC.  They immediately phoned the  


Terrace Fire Department who then responded to the smouldering fire at 3:20 pm.   


Long Shot Holdings Ltd management was informed shortly after and went to access  


the situation.  Upon arrival at 4:00 pm the TFD was gone, the area of the fire had  


been soaked down with water; the area was approximately 2x6 ft in diameter.   


This area had some left over bark and small tiny pieces of wood and bark dust.    


There was smoke still coming out of the ground at this time so a water tank was  


hauled in to soak the area again, this was done twice to ensure the ground was  


saturated. The area was closely monitored for the night as to ensure the fire did not  


restart again.   


 


INVESTIGATION: Upon interviewing the Terrace Fire Dept. we were told that  


there were no initial flames upon their arrival.  They put out the fire and made sure  


that a company representative was called.  They did not know what the cause of the  


fire was but they had said that the fire could have been smoldering for up to two  


days before it was called in.  This fire happened on the weekend; there were two  


buckers working in the early morning of that day but neither workers noticed smoke 


in the area.  The whole sort yard is highly flammable; including the dust which is  


ground up bark and wood from many years of working on. 


 


RECOMMENDED PREVENTATIVE ACTIONS: A safety meeting was held and all 


workers were reminded to butt out there cigarettes including watering down the flame 


before butting out.  All heavy equipment will be pressure washed to ensure that dust 


or dirt does not pile up in and around the hazard areas of the equipment ensuring 


there is no friction to cause a spark.  A water tanker was brought in and the sort yard 


was water downed to keep the yard wet.  The tanker will stay at the yard for the 


duration of the fire season.  All workers reviewed the fire fighting procedures and 


emergency evacuation procedures. 


 


 Lead Investigators: Laura Olynyk & Doug Suttis  Long Shot Holdings Ltd 
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 
 
 


Close Call/Serious Incident: Heat Exhaustion 
 
Location: Squamish River 
 
Date of Incident: June 17, 2009 
 
Details of Incident: 
On June 17, a field engineer was walking an archaeology crew around heli-blocks in 
Squamish River. The weather was not overly hot, but humidity was high, and the air was 
'muggy'. The ground in this area is rugged and steep. The crew began the day at 7:30am. By 
about 2:30pm they had covered off nearly all the area and began in the direction of the Heli-
pad, approximately 1100m North of their location. 
 
Approximately half way to the pad the crew took a break, as they were tired and the walk to 
the pad was a grind. The crew had both food and water during the break. At about 3:20 they 
began their final push to the pad, about 250m uphill. When they were within about 100m of 
the pad, one member of the crew began to complain of blurry vision. The crew then had a 
longer break and took some more water. 
 
When they got to the pad, the field engineer had the crew member take the first trip to the 
airport. The crew member stated that he had never been so exhausted, and he was somewhat 
confused with small things (trying to put an empty water bottle in his vest unsuccessfully 
many times, and was forgetful of his belongings around the pad).  
 
When the field engineer arrived at the airport he asked the crew member how he was feeling. 
The crew member stated that he was not feeling well, he thought he had stopped sweating, and 
was asking what the symptoms of shock /and or heat stroke were. 
 
The field engineer, noticing that the crew member’s condition had worsened, immediately   
called 911. While waiting for the paramedics to arrive the crew moved him to the coolest area 
around, took off some of his clothing, and poured cold water onto a cloth and padded his 
upper body. 
 
Paramedics arrived approximately 10 minutes later and took over. The crew member was 
taken to Squamish hospital for observation. 
 
 
 







 2
 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 
1. Review of Heat Stress: Infinity staff had discussed heat stress during their monthly 


safety meeting on June 12. The safety coordinator had reviewed the WSBC document 
on heat stress with staff, which is found at the following link: 


 
http://www.worksafebc.com/publications/health_and_safety/by_topic/as
sets/pdf/heat_stress.pdf 
 


In addition, heat stress was identified as a hazard as part of the pre-work for this 
project, and field staff were packing plenty of water in the woods. The field engineer 
quickly recognized the archaeology crew members’ condition and took appropriate 
action, in calling for assistance and moving the crew member to a cool area, as well as 
cooling the crew member with water. 
 


2. Measures to avoid heat stress: Infinity-Pacific has communicated this incident to all 
staff/contractors, and has reviewed steps to avoid heat stress, such as: 


• Packing plenty of water  
• Eating salty foods  
• Taking adequate breaks  
• Wearing cool, light colored clothing. 


 
3. Communication with Contractors: Infinity-Pacific will email all relevant safety 


publications, bulletins, alerts to contractors to share with their staff, and will email pre-
works to contractors for review prior to the tailgate pre-work conducted before starting 
work. In addition to the attached pre-work, the email will also outline all identified 
hazards for the project, and steps to be taken to reduce the hazards. 


 
For more information, please call:  
     Chris Gruenwald, Safety Coordinator 
     Infinity-Pacific Stewardship Group Ltd. 
     604-460-1390 Ext 231 
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 


 
Close Call/Serious Incident 


 
Location: 12 km Sunset Rd. (Nado Area) 
 
Date of Incident: June 30, 2009 
 
Details of Incident: A worker was moving the water truck, which was full 
of water, from 7 km on the Nado Rd. to block EM8786-0110 (12 km Sunset 
Rd.) The sunset road has some adverse road grade in it (10-15% adverse). 
On one of these sections of road, the worker had the truck in 1st gear to 
climb a hill. Just before the turnoff into the block, the truck powered out. 
The worker started to go backwards, hit the brakes, but the brakes did not 
work well enough because of the weight of the water and the fact that the 
vehicle was moving backwards. The worker was still going backwards, so he 
put the truck into the ditch or bank of dirt, hoping to stop the truck from 
rolling. This event caused the truck to roll onto its roof and stop. The vehicle 
was not equipped with a seatbelt; however, no injuries were suffered as a 
result of this incident. The driver was a little shook up afterwards. The truck 
was taken out of commission because the damage was not worth fixing on 
the old vehicle.  
 
Recommended Preventative Actions:  


1) When moving equipment in the block, ensure that you know the 
roads you are going to be travelling on and are sure your equipment 
will have no problems with the conditions.  


2) If ever unsure or uncomfortable with a situation you are placed in, 
never be reluctant to ask your supervisor for some clarification on 
the exact work plan. 


3) If conditions in the block are not good for moving equipment, either 
haul the equipment by lowbed or get a machine to pull you up hills 
where needed.  


 
For more information contact Brenda @ (250) 845-7319 or email 


ameintscl@telus.net 



mailto:ameintscl@telus.net�



