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Vehicles & Roads 
Safety Alert Type:  
Vehicles and Roads 


Location: Northeast Interior 


Date of Incident: 2008-01-01  
Company Name: WorkSafeBC 


Details of Incident:  


An all-terrain vehicle (ATV-quad) driver lost control of his machine as it moved down a steep hill at a high rate 
of speed. The out-of-control ATV crashed into a tree and the driver suffered a fatal skull fracture. Fortunately, 
a passenger riding on the vehicle escaped serious injur y. The driver and passenger were riding on an ATV 
vehicle that was designed to carry only one person. Neither the driver nor the passenger on the ATV were 
wearing safety head gear, or eye protection. In addition, the vehicle’s brakes were not functional – the braking 
system was low on fluid and the mechanical brake was seriously out of adjustment. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


� Employers, provide written safe work procedures to all workers who drive or work on ATVs.  
� Wear safety headgear, and eye protection when operating an ATV.  
� Make a pre-trip inspection to ensure that the ATV is in safe working order.  
� Never operate an ATV that has malfunctioning brakes.  
� Follow the manufacturer’s instructions on vehicle capacity. These instructions provide information on 


the number of people allowed to ride on a vehicle.  
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Crew Transport 
Safety Alert Type:  
Crew Transport 


Location: Coquihalla Phase III 


Date of Incident: 2008-01-15  
Company Name: Upper Nicola Natural Resources 


Details of Incident:  


� Shovels & hand tools were strapped to the roof rack of the silviculture crew suburban.  
� The rubber cord/s broke and the hand tools were blown into the middle of the two north bound lanes,  
� When trying to retrieve the equipment passing cars hit the hand tools and sent them flying through the 


air nearly hitting the silviculture crew members and other motorists.  


  


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


� Always check your vehicle prior to each trip.  
� When carrying gear/load ensure it is safely secured.  
� In this case a fixed dry box will be fitted to the roof rack to enclose all  
� tools/gear.  


  


More Information Contact Details: 


Shawn Nicolas (250) 350-3342 
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Equipment Bulletins 
Safety Alert Type:  
Equipment 


Location: Mackenzie Woodlands 


Date of Incident: 2008-01-17  
Company Name: Canfor 


Details of Incident:  


The employee picked up a vehicle from the service department at Schultz GMC in Prince George after having 
the 50,000 km service completed. This included inspection of the brakes which necessitated removal of the 
wheels. After having put on approximately 20-30 km’s, the employee noticed an unusual noise coming from 
the rear of the truck as he was driving up the Hart highway on the way back to Mackenzie. He pulled into the 
parking lot of the next available business to try and locate the source of the noise and found that the lug nuts 
on the rear driver’s side wheel were finger loose. He immediately contacted the service department at Schultz 
to inform them of the problem. He then jacked up the truck and torqued the lug nuts and checked the other 
wheels. The lug nuts on the passenger side rear wheel were also loose. The lug nuts were tightened on the 
remaining wheels and the employee proceeded to Mackenzie. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


The Mackenzie Woodlands Safety Committee would like to share some key learnings/messages from this 
incident: 


1. Do not assume that work done on a vehicle has been completed properly, regardless of the service 
centre. Immediately check any unusual vehicle behaviour, especially if it occurs shortly after a vehicle 
service.  


2. Inform the service centre so they can put procedures in place to avoid future occurrences.  
3. ALWAYS re-torque your wheels after having work done which necessitates their removal. Do not 


necessarily wait for the recommended 100 km’s to have this done.  


  


More Information Contact Details: 


Dan Szekely – Operations Coordinator 
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Crew Transport 
Safety Alert Type:  
Crew Transport 


Location: 17 km Bear Main/Merritt TSA 


Date of Incident: 2008-01-24  
Company Name: Upper Nicola Natural Resources 


Details of Incident:  


� Log truck/silviculture crew suburban narrowly missed contact due to missed radio calls when 
approaching a frequency switch board.  


� Silviculture crew suburban took the ditch as the best option.  
� No injuries and no damage.  
� The next log truck lost time as it pulled the suburban from the ditch.  


  


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


� Ensure all crew members are aware of the radio calling procedures and use  
� the radio clearly and consistently,  
� Continue to call kms (loaded/empty) as per the road protocol and in advance  
� of any switch boards,  
� Pay attention to the radio, do not scan channels and only use one radio,  
� Do not switch channels prior to a switch board,  
� Announce your presence at the switch board and ask if anyone is close.  


  


More Information Contact Details: 


Shawn Nicolas (250) 350-3342 
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Worksite Bulletins 
Safety Alert Type:  
Worksites 


Location: Blackwater Spruce Road 


Date of Incident: 2008-02-05  
Company Name: Westroad Resource Consultants Ltd. 


Details of Incident:  


Crew was timber cruising in a dead IBM attacked stand during moderate to high winds. While collecting data 
at a plot, a gust of wind knock over a tree. The falling tree got hung up in another tree before reaching the 
ground but it was directly above the workers heads. The wind remained strong and the crew felt it was unsafe 
to continue working in the area so they returned home. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


Do not work in a dead IBM attacked stands if there are strong winds in the area. The level of risk from the 
wind should be determined in the office before heading out to the field or during the worksite hazard 
assessment. Wear hard-hats on winder days. 


More Information Contact Details: 


Jim Kurta 
Westroad Resource Consultants Ltd. 
Quesnel, B.C. 
250-992-2987 
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Crew Transport 
Safety Alert Type:  
Crew Transport 


Location: Port McNeill Forest Operation 


Date of Incident: 2008-03-14  
Company Name: Western Forest Products 


Details of Incident:  


Pickup 3065 was heading up Branch W 173 in 2nd gear, traveling at approx. 20 km/h, to check on the Cat 
Operator. 


A trainee Cat Operator was driving pickup 3835 down the hill in 3rd gear, traveling at approx. 50-60kmh, to 
get the grader to assist the Cat Operator with snow removal. 


The 3065 was rounding an uphill left hand curve in the road (10% grade) when unexpectedly the 3835, which 
was carrying a full tidy tank of diesel, appeared rounding the same corner from the opposite direction. 


Both drivers, who were wearing seatbelts, braked hard. Due to the short time frame/distance between the two 
vehicles, the 3065 was able to stop, but was not able to get completely in the clear before the 3835 collided 
into the front end. 


There were no injuries. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


1. Drivers must always drive to the road conditions.  
2. Drivers must expect the unexpected.  
3. Although driving by the radio is not advocated, it is an effective tool that should be used to 


communicate, especially in upset conditions.  


  


More Information Contact Details: 


Vince Devlin 250-956-5318 or vdevlin@westernforest.com 
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Log Hauling 
Safety Alert Type:  
Log Hauling 


Location: Soatwoon Lake on Vancouver Island 


Date of Incident: 2008-04-15  
Company Name: K&D Contracting Ltd. 


Details of Incident:  


Road crew was in an end haul situation, utilizing two rock trucks. One of the trucks was pulled off the road, 
waiting in a turnout for the other truck to pass. The driver of the parked truck was completing some of his 
paperwork and although had noticed the other truck further up the road was not watching as the distance 
between the two trucks closed. The loaded truck was full with end haul materials as well as a large stump, 
with one of the lateral roots of the stump sticking out of the rock truck box quite far. The driver was not aware 
of this protruding root. Upon passing the parked truck, the root struck the parked truck’s mirror, pushing it into 
the driver window and smashing it. The concussion from the impact broke the passenger window as well, as 
both windows had been rolled up. The driver of the parked truck was showered with broken glass resulting in 
numerous small cuts to both his face and left hand. The driver of the struck rock truck was cleaned up, crew 
held an on-site investigation. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


� Drivers to be aware of the characteristics of their loads,  
� Drivers to travel at safe speed as determined by road conditions, limitations of the trucks, driver’s 


experience, and load characteristics.  
� Drivers to keep volume level of music radios low so not to negatively impact driver’s ability to hear 


company communications.  
� All employees to ensure, “Mind On Task.”  


  


More Information Contact Details: 


K&D Contracting Ltd. 
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Silviculture/Stand Tending/Fire Fighting 
Safety Alert Type:  
Silviculture/Stand Tending/Fire Fighting 


Location: Prince George Woodlands 


Date of Incident: 2008-05-14  
Company Name: Canfor 


Details of Incident:  


On May 14, 2008, a large tick was discovered and removed from the scalp of a Silviculture staff member’s 
head by the First Aid attendant on shift at the Northwood Pulpmill. 


The staff member had noted a small sore lump on her scalp after returning home from working Saturday 
supervising planting contractors throughout the Pelican Operating Area. She believed that the lump was 
probably the result of a small bug bite, such as a spider; as the incident seemed fairly routine, she decided to 
monitor the bite over the next few days and take action if the situation changed. 


Since Saturday, the immediate area surrounding the lump had become inflamed and red, while the back side 
of her head where the bite was located had become very sensitive and painful to touch in addition to 
increasing soreness of the neck muscles on the side affected by the bite. She had been checking out the area 
with mirrors at night but could not see more than a discolored lump between all the hair follicles. 


Recognizing that the situation had changed, she brought her concerns to a few fellow co-workers within 
Prince George Woodlands. After a few second opinions, she decided to visit the Level Three First Aid 
Attendant on-site located adjacent to the Canfor Administration Centre at Northwood Pulpmill. The first aid 
attendant inspected the area of concern under a high-powered magnifying glass; he subsequently agreed that 
the lump appeared to be a tick. 


The tick was removed by heating up a metal rod on a stovetop element and consecutively burning the tick in 
the backside, as this was agreed on by the individuals occupying the Pulpmill’s security office, as well as the 
patient, as the known ‘best practice’ for safe tick removal. The tick proceeded to back itself out partially from 
the burning treatments, but was finally removed with force from tweezers. The affected area was cleansed 
with an antiseptic wipe and sent back to work. 


After researching information regarding tick prevalence, associated diseases and action plans in the case of 
an incident over the internet, the tick was packaged alive and will be couriered to the BC Center for Disease 
Control in Vancouver for correct species identification and preserved for future reference. Though it is 
possible for the tick to be tested for the known bacteria and/or diseases that they may host, the Center will 
only conduct testing if the affected individual reports symptoms associated with the diseases. 


As a result of this First Aid Incident, the following key messages are provided: 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


1. Wear light colored clothing whenever possible; tuck in your shirt to your pants and your pants into your 
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work boots if possible to reduce any skin exposure;  
2. Walk on cleared trails wherever possible, as ticks usually attach themselves to you as you pass 


through brush or tall grass (ticks do not fly and they also do not drop from tree crowns);  
3. Use insect repellent at your discretion as it could deter tick bites.  
4. Complete a ‘tick check’ for yourselves and your canine companions at the end of every field day, 


whether your skin was covered or not. Focus on areas of greater perspiration such as your scalp, 
underarms and groin area.  


5. Do not stop if you have found one tick – continue to search your whole body (or that of your dog) to 
ensure there are no additional risks to infection.  


  


More Information Contact Details: 


See more details here. 
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Silviculture/Stand Tending/Fire Fighting 
Safety Alert Type:  
Silviculture/Stand Tending/Fire Fighting 


Location: CP 716-35, Golden BC 


Date of Incident: 2008-05-26  
Company Name: Craig Oliver 


Details of Incident:  


Details of Incident: A planter was working on a steep, winter logged section of block. Logging debris levels 
were high and unstable due to branches landing on snow during harvesting. As the planter reached down to 
plant a tree a branch scratched his face near the eye. These very fresh blocks pose a higher hazard for the 
planters. Logging plan changes and fire season closure created a short fall of available ground within the 
seedlot boundaries. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


A decision was made to transfer seedlings from higher hazard sections of block to sections of a couple other 
blocks with lower hazard ratings. With extra planning and reallocations for the seedlings we can reduce our 
hazards to the worker, achieve healthier better plantation stocking. This does mean planting blocks over two 
planting season which increases planning time. Logging debris will settle over the winter, stabilizing and 
exposing good microsites. No further hazard abatement will be needed. 


More Information Contact Details: 


S. Craig Olivier 250 344-6733 
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 


 


 


Close Call/Serious Incident 
 


Location: Ice Creek, near Burton, BC  


 


Date of Incident: June 3, 2008 


 


Details of Incident: A worker was loading an ATV into the back of a pickup truck 


using two aluminum ramps.  When the front wheels were on the pickup box the 


worker gave a short burst of throttle.   This caused the rear wheels to kick out both 


ramps, leaving the ATV suspended from the tailgate by the front wheels.  The 


worker fell to the ground and scrambled out of the way.  Other than some stiffness, 


there were no injuries that required first aid.  The worker was relatively 


inexperienced in ATV operations. 


 


 


 


 


 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


 


1. Examine the ramps and improve them by adding cables or chains to restrain 


movement while loading. 


2. During loading and unloading operations, try to reduce the angle of the 


ramps by backing up against a berm or bank. 


3. Ensure that all field staff are aware of ATV loading procedures by reviewing 


correct loading and restraining techniques at the next safety meeting. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


For more information, please call:  Jesper Nielsen (250) 265-3656 








 


 


 


Other Alerts 
Safety Alert Type:  
Other 


Location: Bonanza Lake (Beaver Cove Camp Facility) 


Date of Incident: 2008-06-10  
Company Name: Ted Leroy Trucking Ltd 


Details of Incident:  


At approximately 8:30pm on Tuesday, June 10, 2008 a worker who suffers from allergic reactions initiated by 
certain foods, specifically nuts, contacted the First Aid Attendant for medical aid. He was experiencing a 
severe reaction from a cookie he had eaten earlier in the evening containing nuts. 


The worker, who had experienced this type of reaction in the past as told to the First Aid Attendant, did not 
have any medication with him in camp for immediate consumption in the event of a reaction. 


The outcome of this incident was catastrophic. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


All workers should effectively communicate to there Supervisor and or First Aid Attendant any impairment 
they may have or acquire. This information is to be kept in strict confidence between the First Aid Attendant 
and their Supervisor. 


All workers must ensure they take all reasonable care to protect themselves in the event of an allergic 
reaction, making certain they carry the appropriate medication applicable to their conditions. 


More Information Contact Details: 


Jim Vaux or Leanne Plester 
Safety & Compliance Department 
Ted Leroy Trucking Ltd 
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Crew Transport 
Safety Alert Type:  
Crew Transport 


Location: Km 22.5 Eakin Creek FSR (coming from Highway 24) Little Fort, BC 


Date of Incident: 2008-06-13  
Time of Incident: 7:30 pm 


Details of Incident:  


The following incident occurred on a tree-planting project. The description is based on the interviews with all 
five occupants of the vehicle, conducted on June 13, 2008 between 2:20 pm and 6:30 pm. 


On the morning of June 13 there were five people traveling to work in a 2008 Dodge, 1-ton crew cab with a 
tree canopy. The crew boss was driving. All 5 occupants of the vehicle were wearing their seatbelts. The truck 
box and tree canopy contained only a few partial boxes of trees (approximately 300 total), fire equipment (2 
packs, 3 shovels, 2 Pulaski, a spill kit, planter’s bags and personal gear. 


The crew had been travelling on the same route to access their planting blocks for the previous 3 days. The 
truck left the pavement and turned down Eakin Creek FSR in two-wheel drive. The driver called “Down Eakin 
at 24 km” and then proceeded down Eakin. It was raining considerably at the time (high setting on windshield 
wipers). Occupants report that the vehicle was travelling between 30 and 50 km/hr and there was normal 
everyday conversation while listening to satellite radio. As the crew cab approached the first bend in the road 
the truck slid out and the driver felt a loss of control of the vehicle as it slid to the right side of the road. The 
driver reports that he began tapping the brakes to try to regain control and then feeling the truck continuing to 
slide toward the ditch. The truck nearly came to a stop and then rolled over an embankment (approximately 3-
4 metres) towards Eakin Creek, landing upside down. The air bags were not employed. All occupants were 
able to unbuckle their seatbelts and exit the vehicle safely. The driver checked the vehicle for possible fuel 
leaks and found none. The workers were found by a passing road crew and transported to a nearby fishing 
resort. From there, the driver called the owner of the company, via satellite phone to report the incident at 
approximately 8:00 am. 


No serious injuries were sustained and all 5 workers returned to work the following day. 


Statement of Causes: 


� The road is narrow on this bend with no ditch and a narrow shoulder that drops off towards the creek. 
In order to anticipate oncoming traffic the tendency is to stay slightly wide to the right. The road has a 
slight lean towards the creek at this point (to the right).  


� Due to the rain, the non-compacted edge of the road was more slippery than usual.  
� A swab substance test was conducted with the driver. The results were negative.  
� Driver and crew ruled out fatigue as a factor.  
� Based on interviews there were no distractions to the driver at the time.  
� Interviews with the vehicle occupants state that the vehicle was travelling at a safe speed prior to the 


incident (50km/hr maximum). The driver is in his second season as management on the project and 
has up-to-date driver training and familiarity with the roads in the area. A review of written Mid-Season 
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Planter Reviews shows positive feedback on the driver’s safe driving habits.  


Root Cause: 


� Slippery conditions / Upset or changed conditions  
� Not using 4-wheel drive as a preventative tool.  
� One can always drive slower when conditions change.  


  


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


The Company held a Safety Meeting, with the camp involved on Saturday, June 14th at 7:00 am. The 
following topics were discussed with the camp: 


� “Seat belts minimized the injuries to the workers and possibly saved their lives.”  
� A reminder to remain diligent about seat belt use in all company vehicles at all times.  
� “Safe Start” review (Mental safety tool to check your state of mind while at work)  
� R.A.D.A.R. review (Mental safety tool to recognize and adapt safely to changing conditions)  
� All company drivers reminded to adjust speed according to conditions—I.E. rain, wet roads.  
� All company drivers reminded to use 4-wheel drive when experiencing wet road conditions  
� Safety Alert was sent to all Company Management and Safety Officers and to The BC Forest Safety 


Council.  
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�
Industry Hazard Alert 


 
 


LOCATION: Aberdeen Plateau (S.E. of Vernon) 


DATE OF CLOSE CALL: September 2, 2008 


CONTACT INFORMATION: Okanagan Woodlands,   Mark Tamas, Regional Woodlands Manager 
Tolko Industries Ltd.   mark.tamas@tolko.com     (250) 547-1225 


 


HAZARD ALERT�


 
 
DETAILS OF CLOSE CALL: 
 
- Silviculture worker had inspected cutblock for free-growing status; on his way out, he 
encountered two hunters that were target practicing.  They were shooting parallel to the road in 
the direction that the worker was exiting the block.  Upon making visual contact, the hunters 
ceased firing and apologized, stating that they should have ensured that nobody was working 
below them before they commenced target practice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED PREVENTATIVE ACTIONS: 
 
- Always wear high visibility hard hat and apparel, especially right before and during hunting 
season. 
- When working in the field, Tolko’s Okanagan Woodlands employees are to work with increased 
levels of caution and place “CAUTION: FORESTRY WORKERS IN AREA” signs on their pick-ups 
right before as well as during hunting season. 


�


�


 





