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Vehicles & Roads 
Safety Alert Type:  
Vehicles and Roads 


Location: BC 


Date of Incident: 2008-01-25  
Company Name: Stones Bay Holdings 


Details of Incident:  


There have been reports of log trucks and pickups traveling to and from the workplace and not using proper 
radio protocol. Going to work first thing in the morning is as important as the middle of the day for calling of 
miles. You are not only calling your miles for the guys that you think that you will meet in the same place all of 
the time rather than for ALL TRAFFIC – including the unexpected road user or maintenance machine that 
may be coming in the opposite direction. 


We are in the home stretch of this winter logging season. Do not become complacent in radio protocols. It is 
all of our responsibility to ensure that we follow procedure so that our winter season winds up both successful 
and safe for all workers in the forest industry. 


More Information Contact Details: 


Stones Bay Holdings 
Phone [250]996-8912 
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Vehicles & Roads 
Safety Alert Type:  
Vehicles and Roads 


Location: Prince George Woodlands 


Date of Incident: 2008-02-19  
Company Name: Canfor 


Details of Incident:  


During the past few weeks I have received a number of complaints/concerns passed onto me from various 
road users. In addition, I have noticed a number of marking in the ditches where logging trucks and/or pickups 
have had to hit the ditch to avoid collisions. These markings in the ditch represent close calls that could have 
easily resulted in collisions and injuries on our logging roads. 


There are approximately 30 days left in the W2008 season and I would like to communicate some key logging 
road safety reminders that can help us successfully complete the winter haul season. 


1. All road users need to continue to follow radio call procedures. 


� Loaded traffic calls all even kms (except for Lakeland 200 where users call all odd kms).  
� Empty traffic calls all posted “Call Empty” signs.  
� Call empty when entering a new road.  


2. During the past month an increase in the amount of “Both Ways Calling” is occurring on the logging roads. 
In a number of circumstances, I have heard loaded logging trucks calling both ways for empty logging trucks. 
This radio call practice creates unnecessary radio clutter on the logging roads and can lead to accidents. Both 
ways calling should be reserved for the following: 


� Notifying other road users of vehicles who don’t have radios.  
� Notifying other road users of vehicles who are traveling dangerously or at a high rate of high speed  
� Notifying other road users of road maintenance equipment working.  


3. Clearing on Logging Roads – I continue to hear complaints regarding the poor clearing practices of some 
empty traffic on our logging roads. The main complaints I am getting is that empties are clearing in poor 
locations, empties are not slowing down for loaded traffic, and empty log trucks are pushing for next pullout 
instead of taking the first pullout available. 
Below are the expectations for clearing on the major mainline type haul roads in Prince George (Lakeland 
200Rd, Polar 200 RD, Pelican FSR): 


� Due to the wide nature of these mainlines, it is acceptable in most circumstances to clear loaded traffic 
by slowing down and creeping along edge of the road. Empty traffic should follow the following simple 
rules for clearing loaded traffic: 


� Clear at slow rates speed (maximum 10 km/hr).  
� Clear on straight sections of road that have good lines of sight. This will allow the loaded traffic 
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time to adjust their speed and safely clear the empty traffic. Empties should never clear on 
corners, hills, or narrow section of roads.  


� Avoid clearing on the fly during adverse road or weather conditions. Utilize pullouts in these 
circumstances.  


  


More Information Contact Details: 


Neil Spendiff – Woodlands Safety Coordinator 
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Crew Transport 
Safety Alert Type:  
Crew Transport 


Location: 4900 Road 


Date of Incident: 2008-02-21  
Company Name: Westroad Resource Consultants 


Details of Incident:  


Crew in pickup was driving empty on the 500/4900 road system. The crew changed to the appropriate road 
channel once on the 4900 road and began calling kilometers. They called at 4938, 4940, 4942, 4944, 4946. 
The crew did not hear any other traffic calling so they did not call at 4948. While driving over a hill at 
approximately 4948.25km, the crew met a loaded logging truck traveling in the middle of the road. The loaded 
truck had to swerve back into his lane and the crew just managed to drive by the truck in their lane and avoid 
a collision. 


Fortunately, when the loaded truck had to swerved abruptly, his load stayed on. Both vehicles continued in 
the direction they were headed. 


The crew then called the truck on the radio and asked him if he could hear their 
radio. He said that this was the first time he had heard anybody on the radio. 


The crew tested their truck radio back at the office at the end of the day and it was 
working fine on send and receive. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


1. Always drive forestry roads with the assumption that somebody may be coming at you in the other 
direction at any given time.  


2. Always call road kilometers, even if you don’t hear other traffic on the road.  
3. Inform the client of the close call and suggest that they remind all drivers (pickups and logging trucks) 


on forestry roads to always call kilometers and conduct radio checks to ensure that radios are working 
properly.  


  


More Information Contact Details: 


Jim Kurta 
Westroad Resource Consultants Ltd. 
Quesnel, B.C. 
250-992-2987 
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Worker Bulletins 
Safety Alert Type:  
Workers 


Location: BC 


Date of Incident: 2008-05-01  
Company Name: WorkSafeBC 


Details of Incident:  


This major amendment to the health and safety regulation for forestry is focused on reducing the high number 
of serious injuries and fatalities in the sector. 


The regulation was reorganized, and major changes were made, relating to: 


1. Prime Contractor: Making the requirement for having a qualified prime contractor on multi-employer 
sites clearer and more detailed (section 26.1.1);  


2. Planning: Stepping up the requirements related to “planning and conducting” (section 26.2);  
3. Equipment Operations: Introducing specific requirements identifying hazards and safe work areas 


around equipment (section 26.14.1);  
4. Manual Falling and Bucking: Making the requirement to have a qualified supervisor for hand fallers 


more specific and detailed (section 26.22.1);  
5. Hauling: Logbook requirements for log haulers (section 26.71.2), and changes regarding climbing on 


bunks and trailers.  


Find out more here. 
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Vehicles & Roads 
Safety Alert Type:  
Vehicles and Roads 


Location: BC 


Date of Incident: 2008-05-30  
Company Name: BC Forest Safety Council 


Details of Incident:  


Resource road users are facing an overlap of silviculture activities and log harvesting activities due to a late spring 
start. This means that the tree planters are still very active in the forests while the loggers are getting started on 
their summer hauling season. Add to this the arrival of recreational users on those same roads and awareness and 
caution is required from everyone. 


Be Aware! 


This alert is to remind all loggers, whether harvesting crews, support services, or log haulers, that the tree planters 
will be on the logging roads with you. Be mindful that that these drivers are often young, inexperienced in resource 
road driving, new to the area, and sharing the road with trucks. Guide your actions accordingly, and expect the 
unexpected. 


To the tree planting and silviculture crews, log trucks are starting to haul in various areas of the province. You need 
to be aware that you are always sharing the road. 


And to all forest industry road users, a reminder that it is also tourist season. Please be an example to non-industry 
users about sharing the road. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


Remember the simple rules of the road, wherever and whoever you are: 


1. Wear your seatbelt! Whether you are driving a pickup or a loaded log truck wearing your seatbelt 
dramatically reduces your chance of being killed or injured if you are involved in an accident  


2. Loaded trucks have the right of way; you must clear them  
3. Stay on your own side of the road  
4. Observe posted speed limits. In the absence of a posted speed, the default is 70 kms per hour.  
5. Obey all traffic control signs  
6. Make sure you are on the right radio frequency at all times  
7. Call your kilometres according to the rules on that road  
8. Keep your headlights and taillights clean and on at all times  
9. Do not pass a logging truck unless it gives you a signal that it’s safe to do so (radio communication, flashes 


lights, etc)  


These rules of the road are not mere suggestions – they are, in fact, regulations from WorkSafeBC, the Motor 
Vehicle Act, the Forest and Range Act, and as such, are ticketable offences. 
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 
 


Close Call/Serious Incident 
 
Location: Keithley Creek Public Road, approximately 15 km north of Likely, B.C. 
 
Date of Incident: October 30, 2008 
 
Details of Incident:  
Two workers were en route to a worksite traveling in a pick-up truck at 50 to 55 kph.  It 
was not snowing at the time, but had snowed less than 30 minutes earlier.  They 
encountered a patch of slick mud under a skim of snow when negotiating a corner at the 
top of an incline.  The driver attempted to correct, but the truck was uncontrollable and 
swerved as it gained momentum down the hill, eventually rolling over one and a half 
times off the road and down an embankment.  Causal factors were determined to be 
adverse road conditions. 
 
The workers were wearing their seatbelts, the most experienced driver was behind the 
wheel and the vehicle was in 4 wheel drive.  Air bags failed to deploy, but both workers 
were able to walk from the accident scene for assistance.  
 
The passenger suffered minor injuries to his head, neck, back, shoulder, ribs and right 
arm.  The driver suffered bruising on her thighs, and left arm and experienced a stiff 
neck. 
 
Recommended Preventative Actions: 


• Always drive to the road conditions 
• If in doubt, get out of the vehicle to inspect the road surface if safe to do so 
• Continue to reinforce the use of seatbelts 
• Continue to reinforce the policy that the most experienced driver operate the 


vehicle in adverse conditions 
• Remind workers of their right to delay or refuse unsafe work, including driving 


under hazardous conditions 
• Continue to reinforce the policy that a pre-trip inspection be conducted to ensure 


the vehicle is safe for operating in fall/winter conditions (particularly tires) 
• Carry a SAT phone or SPOT beacon in areas where radio communications are 


limited 
 
For more information, please call Kyle Broome, 604-880-1623. 
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LTN Contracting Ltd. 


  


MEMORANDUM 
 


Date:  October 31, 2008 


To: All 


From:  Troy Young 


Re:   Seasonal Road Use Reminder 


Many of you have been entrusted to carry yourself and your co-workers to work and from work, 
whether hauling logs or driving a crew vehicle.  This opportunity means you are responsible for 
safe conduct on the roads. 


Here are some basic reminders for the change in seasons: 


 Use proper Road Calling Procedures 


 Use proper Road Use Procedures 


 Use a three point stance when getting into or out of vehicles / trucks / equipment 


 Wear your seatbelt 


 Obey the Posted Speed Limits 


 Dress for the weather and plan for potential weather 


 Check your unit and ensure the proper spill and first aid gear is available.  It is 
recommended that you add a survival blanket and candles for the winter. 


 Watch for changing road conditions and drive accordingly 


 Watch for wildlife 


 Slow down for road maintenance equipment (graders, sand trucks, et cetera) 


 Slow down at mandatory stop positions (wide Corner, bottom of Saxton, et cetera) 


 Slow down when passed vehicles that are stopped on roadside 


 













 


 


 


Ignoring stop sign 
Safety Alert Type:  
Log Hauling 


Location: North eastern BC 


Date of Incident: 2008-11-24  
Company Name: Stones Bay Holdings 


Details of Incident:  


On November 24, 2008 a subcontract log truck driver was going from home to the bush empty for his first 
load of the day. It was +1 to -1 with light snow. The driver approached a rail crossing and did not stop or slow 
at the stop sign. Across the train crossing was a sharp corner that the driver failed to negotiate. The truck 
went off the road and bounced through the ditch coming to a stop in the ditch on the wrong side of the road. 
The bunk and saucer came free and the trailer was moved ahead on the truck. The passenger side door 
window was also broken. 


The root cause for this incident was improper attempt to save time/effort. By driving too fast and not stopping 
at the train crossing the truck ended up in the ditch. 


This incident had the potential for serious damage and injury. Of the possible scenarios the following come to 
mind: 


� The truck out of control meeting on coming traffic could have resulted in a head on collision.  
� A train crossing unexpectedly causing a truck/train collision  


Both of these incidents could result in serious consequence - severe damage, injury, 
death, or all of the above. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


Stop signs, rail crossings, and must call empty signs are there for your protection and those sharing the road 
with you. Drive to road conditions and ensure that these signs are obeyed. 
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LTN Contracting Ltd. 


HAZARD ALERT 


 


Summary: 


Crew vehicle run off road by logging truck. 


Incident: 


On December 5, 2008 the night shift "Crewcab" was traveling loaded on the Mandalay FSR at 
approximately 3:10 AM. The driver called his loaded KM when coming from the block road and 
was continuing to call his odd loaded KM per the Radio Calling Procedures. At 5KM, the 
Crewcab called loaded, and Empty #1 replied that he was empty at 3KM and did not have a 
good pullout. Crewcab called Empty #1 and informed him that he had a pullout and would clear 
Empty #1. Empty #2 then called and said he was !4 KM behind Empty #1. Crewcab said he 
would remain in the pullout until Empty #2 had also cleared. After both empties had passed, 
Crewcab called loaded and proceeded loaded down the Mandalay FSR. 


Within Y2 KM Crewcab met Empty #3 and was forced into the ditch, getting stuck in the wet snow. 
Empty #3 was not calling and had not notified Crewcab of his location when Crewcab had 
resumed travel. 


Crewcab called Empty #3 and asked him to come and pull him out of the ditch. Empty #3 
refused to stop and replied "That's what you get for going the wrong way on a loop road." 


The Crewcab driver and passengers were unable to get the VIN plate. 


The Crewcab driver and passengers were not hurt, but the potential for severe injury was 
present. 


Contributing Factors: 


Not following industry implemented Road Use Procedures and Radio Calling Procedures: a   


Empty #3 did not notify the loaded traffic of his coming onto the road system or proximity. ■   


Empty #3 did not clear the loaded traffic when required. 


Empty #3 lacked orientation training, evidenced by not knowing the road had two-way traffic. 


Control Recommendations: 


Contractors should review Road Use Procedures and Radio Calling Procedures with all road 


users. 


Licensee should audit road users to ensure compliance with Procedures. 


Licensee should have signs posted with the radio frequency and direction of traffic flow posted at 
each road entrance, "Must Call Empty" or "Must Call Loaded" would be recommended. 
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898 2nd Avenue 
Prince George, B.C. 
(250) 561-2688 


 


 


FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 


 


 


Close Call/Serious Incident 
 


Location: Trout FSR, Vanderhoof Forest District 


 


Date of Incident: Dec 18, 2008 


 


Details of Incident: 


 


Near miss with loaded logging truck forced pickup into the ditch to avoid collision. 


No damages or injuries due to very slow speed. Mobile radio transmission and 


reception on pickup was less than two hundred meters due to loose connection of 


antennae on back of radio.  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


 


Inspect and test mobile radio daily.  


 


 


 


 


For more information, please call: Wayne Wood 


     250-561-2688 
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 


Close Call 
 


                                                                                                                                             


Location:  G.T.  


Road 22 km 


 


Date of Incident:  


Dec. 19 2008 


 


Details of Incident: 


 On Dec. 19 a buncher operator was driving a D.N.T. pickup home after his shift. 


The road conditions were compact snow and slippery. At 22km on the G.T. road, he slid 


of the road and ended up in the ditch. He needed to be pulled out with another pickup, 


and after pulling the pickup out they looked the pickup over and there was no damage. He 


proceeded home.     


 


 


Root Cause:  


 Driving too fast for road conditions. 


 In too much of a hurry.  


 


 


 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


 Slow down, always drive to road conditions. 


  Always be alert while driving. 


 


  


For more information, please call:  
 Clint Ludwig at D.N.T. shop @ 250-567-5167 





