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BC Forest Safety Council

Vehicle Identification Number Program
Location: BC

Date of Incident: 2008-01-11
Company Name: BC Forest Safety Council
Details of Incident:

With the busy winter log-hauling season underway, all snowmobilers are advised to be extremely cautious
whenever they ride near an active forestry road, for their own safety and for the safety of forestry workers.

See more here.

More Information Contact Details:

Mary Anne Arcand

Director, Forestry TruckSafe Program
BC Forest Safety Council

250 562-8615
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BC Forest Safety Council

Planning & Management
Safety Alert Type:
Planning and Management

Location: Blue and Gold road, Nelson BC.

Date of Incident: 2008-01-31
Company Name: Kalesnikoff Lumber Co. Ltd.

Details of Incident:

While plowing snow between 3.5 km and 4 km on Blue and Gold road, a grader operator witnessed two
separate avalanches a short distance ahead of the grader. Both slides initiated in a cut block, 1 above the
road and 1 below the road. The slides initiated on approximately a 60% slope and covered a combined area
of about 1 hectare. The slides consisted of fresh storm snow sliding on a buried hoar frost layer and were
considered a class 2 avalanche. The slides totaled a width of about 100m wide and ran for about 150 m. The
average slab depth was 40 cm. The suspected cause of the slides was likely a combination of the above
snow conditions and the vibration from the grader. A harvesting crew arrived on site a short time after the
slide occurred and immediately reported the incident to the company harvesting supervisor. The harvesting
supervisor visited the site and shut down operations in the area until conditions stabilized. Weekend weather
was predicting more snowfall with increased avalanche activity. The gate at the bottom of the road was locked
limiting further access to this site.

This is the first time that this type of event has occurred in this area during the duration of forestry activities in
the area.

Recommended Preventative Actions:

1. Professional avalanche risk assessments or other mitigative actions may need to be conducted prior to
forestry operations in other areas with similar site conditions.

2. If avalanche activity is noted in any area of operations, stop work and contact your supervisor for
further direction.

More Information Contact Details:

Kalesnikoff Lumber Co. Ltd. — Woodlands
Phone: (250) 399-4211
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BC Forest Safety Council

Worksite Bulletins
Safety Alert Type:
Worksites

Location: BC

Date of Incident: 2008-02-01
Company Name: WorkSafeBC

Details of Incident:
WorkSafeBC has changed the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation. They have introduced:

new hazard assessment and air evacuation requirements for isolated workers;

specific first aid personnel and equipment requirements;

requirements for plans to minimize exposure when workers face chemical or biological hazards, and
rules around safe use of work platforms.

Many of these changes come about directly as a result of incidents and investigations related to the forest
industry, and will affect forest operations’ safety activities.

Find out more here.
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Weyerhaeuser Company Limited November 24, 2008

safety Alert

What was hoped to halt the spread of the B.C. mountain pine beetle may actually be hazardous to human
health. B.C.’s Ministry of Forests is testing thousands of trees in the Okanagan-Shuswap region near
Penticton to see if they contain a dangerous concentration of arsenic.

For two decades, ending in 2004, as many as 100,000 trees throughout the Interior were treated with
monosodium methane arsenate (MSMA\) in a bid to stop the spread of the mountain pine beetle. Also
known by its trade name, Glowon, MSMA’s active ingredient is arsenic.

The ministry is warning loggers and firewood cutters to avoid the treated trees.

What does a tree treated with MSMA look like?
The tree will contain an axe scar that girdles the
tree near its base. The axe blaze will be stained
red from the chemical.

s

What Do | do if | encounter trees that were treated with MSMA?

» If you come across MSMA treated trees, THEY ARE NOT TO BE TRANSPORTED TO A
FACILITY (mill or whole log chipper) - either leave standing or put in debris pile.

» The location of the tree(s) are to be reported to a Weyerhaeuser Supervisor who will pass the
information on to the Ministry of Forests.





