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Vehicles & Roads 
Safety Alert Type:  
Vehicles and Roads 


Location: Northeast Interior 


Date of Incident: 2008-01-01  
Company Name: WorkSafeBC 


Details of Incident:  


An all-terrain vehicle (ATV-quad) driver lost control of his machine as it moved down a steep hill at a high rate 
of speed. The out-of-control ATV crashed into a tree and the driver suffered a fatal skull fracture. Fortunately, 
a passenger riding on the vehicle escaped serious injur y. The driver and passenger were riding on an ATV 
vehicle that was designed to carry only one person. Neither the driver nor the passenger on the ATV were 
wearing safety head gear, or eye protection. In addition, the vehicle’s brakes were not functional – the braking 
system was low on fluid and the mechanical brake was seriously out of adjustment. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


� Employers, provide written safe work procedures to all workers who drive or work on ATVs.  
� Wear safety headgear, and eye protection when operating an ATV.  
� Make a pre-trip inspection to ensure that the ATV is in safe working order.  
� Never operate an ATV that has malfunctioning brakes.  
� Follow the manufacturer’s instructions on vehicle capacity. These instructions provide information on 


the number of people allowed to ride on a vehicle.  
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Mechanical Harvesting 
Safety Alert Type:  
Mechanical Harvesting 


Location: Vancouver Island 


Date of Incident: 2008-01-01  
Company Name: WorkSafeBC 


Details of Incident:  


A hooktender died from his injuries following an accident involving the practice of blind casting. The grapple-
yarder operator and the hooktender were cleaning up a road that had been previously logged. The yarder 
operator could not see the hooktender, as the yarder was located on a landing 100 metres (330 ft.) above the 
logged area. The crew was rigging with a grapple that the hooktender guided into place with his radio. After 
using a number of blind casts to retrieve logs the hooktender misjudged one of the casts. 


As a result, the grapple struck the hooktender before he could clear the area. He later died from 
multiple injuries. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


Prohibit blind casting when hooktender is out of the yarding operator’s sight. 


Provide written safe work procedures to all workers and review each job safety breakdown on a regular basis. 


Use chokers to reach wood that is located away from the road line. 


If necessary, walk the machine back into lead for yarding wood or clean-up. 
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Worker Bulletins 
Safety Alert Type:  
Workers 


Location: Okanagan / general 


Date of Incident: 2008-01-01  
Details of Incident:  


Raised as a potential hazard during a regular safety meeting. Once it was raised, a number of individuals 
mentioned previous experiences with the high pressure flow of water through culverts that have just been 
opened. 


During high run off and the combination of  plugged culverts the force that water flows through culverts once 
the opening has been cleared can be immense. Individuals cleaning out the mouth of the culverts must be 
extra cautious and ensure that they are in a secure spot before removing debris. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


Ensure that you have a secure and safe spot for your feet when cleaning out debris. It might be stating the 
obvious, but do not stand in the water at the mouth of the culvert while removing the blockage and/or debris. 


Copyright © 2008 BC Forest Safety Council. All rights reserved.  


Page 1 of 1Worker Bulletins | BC Forest Safety Council


2/24/2009http://www.bcforestsafe.org/node/223








 


 


 


Equipment Bulletins 
Safety Alert Type:  
Equipment 


Location: Mackenzie Woodlands 


Date of Incident: 2008-01-17  
Company Name: Canfor 


Details of Incident:  


The employee picked up a vehicle from the service department at Schultz GMC in Prince George after having 
the 50,000 km service completed. This included inspection of the brakes which necessitated removal of the 
wheels. After having put on approximately 20-30 km’s, the employee noticed an unusual noise coming from 
the rear of the truck as he was driving up the Hart highway on the way back to Mackenzie. He pulled into the 
parking lot of the next available business to try and locate the source of the noise and found that the lug nuts 
on the rear driver’s side wheel were finger loose. He immediately contacted the service department at Schultz 
to inform them of the problem. He then jacked up the truck and torqued the lug nuts and checked the other 
wheels. The lug nuts on the passenger side rear wheel were also loose. The lug nuts were tightened on the 
remaining wheels and the employee proceeded to Mackenzie. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


The Mackenzie Woodlands Safety Committee would like to share some key learnings/messages from this 
incident: 


1. Do not assume that work done on a vehicle has been completed properly, regardless of the service 
centre. Immediately check any unusual vehicle behaviour, especially if it occurs shortly after a vehicle 
service.  


2. Inform the service centre so they can put procedures in place to avoid future occurrences.  
3. ALWAYS re-torque your wheels after having work done which necessitates their removal. Do not 


necessarily wait for the recommended 100 km’s to have this done.  


  


More Information Contact Details: 


Dan Szekely – Operations Coordinator 
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Crew Transport 
Safety Alert Type:  
Crew Transport 


Location: 17 km Bear Main/Merritt TSA 


Date of Incident: 2008-01-24  
Company Name: Upper Nicola Natural Resources 


Details of Incident:  


� Log truck/silviculture crew suburban narrowly missed contact due to missed radio calls when 
approaching a frequency switch board.  


� Silviculture crew suburban took the ditch as the best option.  
� No injuries and no damage.  
� The next log truck lost time as it pulled the suburban from the ditch.  


  


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


� Ensure all crew members are aware of the radio calling procedures and use  
� the radio clearly and consistently,  
� Continue to call kms (loaded/empty) as per the road protocol and in advance  
� of any switch boards,  
� Pay attention to the radio, do not scan channels and only use one radio,  
� Do not switch channels prior to a switch board,  
� Announce your presence at the switch board and ask if anyone is close.  


  


More Information Contact Details: 


Shawn Nicolas (250) 350-3342 
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 
 


Serious Incident - Tree Impales Snowmobiler 
 
Location:  Myra Canyon (Kelowna area) 
 
Date of Incident:  Jan. 27, 2008 
 
Details of Incident:  (as re-printed from news article - link below) 
 
Jamie Needham of Kelowna and his friends had been snowmobiling in the Myra Canyon area Sunday and 
were headed home and came upon an unforgettable sight -- a small tree sticking through a man.  
 
"It was almost like a joust, like a long tree that was sticking into the trail. It was harsh. The tree went right 
through his mid section and broke off. It was hanging on both sides and there was no blood."  
 
Needham says the man, who was with at least three other snowmobilers, was conscious and speaking.  
 
"He was just lying there in a lot of pain."  
 
Rescue crews were called including a helicopter, but it couldn't land, so Needham and the other 
snowmobilers began ferrying up paramedics. "I knew by the paramedic's face that he wanted to say: Oh my 
God!"  
 
He says getting the man off the trail and into an ambulance required some ingenuity.  
 
"There was no way we could put him on a bumpy snowmobile trail because the pain would have been too 
much."  
 
Needham says they managed to get a pick-up truck up the snowy trail and load the patient in the back of the 
vehicle.  
 
The man is recovering at KGH. Friends say the tree did not hit any vital organs.  
 
"I really hope he pulls through and has a healthy recovery. It makes you think how vulnerable we really are." 
 
(Story by Kelly Hayes (http://www.castanet.net/edition/news-story-36907-1-.htm)) 
 
 
Recommended Preventative Actions: 
 
- When riding a snowmobile, ride slowly and cautiously enough to be able to continuously assess oncoming 
hazards (such as the impaling tree in this case); even when riding in non-wooded areas such as cutblocks, 
items such as logging debris or blowdown may present a potential hazard. 
 
- Ensure that you have an adequate sign-out procedure actively in place and that you also have a means of 
communication so you can notify your designated contact in the event of an incident. 



http://www.bcforestsafe.org/

http://www.castanet.net/edition/news-story-36907-1-.htm






 


 


 


Worksite Bulletins 
Safety Alert Type:  
Worksites 


Location: Blackwater Spruce Road 


Date of Incident: 2008-02-05  
Company Name: Westroad Resource Consultants Ltd. 


Details of Incident:  


Crew was timber cruising in a dead IBM attacked stand during moderate to high winds. While collecting data 
at a plot, a gust of wind knock over a tree. The falling tree got hung up in another tree before reaching the 
ground but it was directly above the workers heads. The wind remained strong and the crew felt it was unsafe 
to continue working in the area so they returned home. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


Do not work in a dead IBM attacked stands if there are strong winds in the area. The level of risk from the 
wind should be determined in the office before heading out to the field or during the worksite hazard 
assessment. Wear hard-hats on winder days. 


More Information Contact Details: 


Jim Kurta 
Westroad Resource Consultants Ltd. 
Quesnel, B.C. 
250-992-2987 
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Crew Transport 
Safety Alert Type:  
Crew Transport 


Location: Port McNeill Forest Operation 


Date of Incident: 2008-03-14  
Company Name: Western Forest Products 


Details of Incident:  


Pickup 3065 was heading up Branch W 173 in 2nd gear, traveling at approx. 20 km/h, to check on the Cat 
Operator. 


A trainee Cat Operator was driving pickup 3835 down the hill in 3rd gear, traveling at approx. 50-60kmh, to 
get the grader to assist the Cat Operator with snow removal. 


The 3065 was rounding an uphill left hand curve in the road (10% grade) when unexpectedly the 3835, which 
was carrying a full tidy tank of diesel, appeared rounding the same corner from the opposite direction. 


Both drivers, who were wearing seatbelts, braked hard. Due to the short time frame/distance between the two 
vehicles, the 3065 was able to stop, but was not able to get completely in the clear before the 3835 collided 
into the front end. 


There were no injuries. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


1. Drivers must always drive to the road conditions.  
2. Drivers must expect the unexpected.  
3. Although driving by the radio is not advocated, it is an effective tool that should be used to 


communicate, especially in upset conditions.  


  


More Information Contact Details: 


Vince Devlin 250-956-5318 or vdevlin@westernforest.com 
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Mechanical Harvesting 
Safety Alert Type:  
Mechanical Harvesting 


Location: Southern Interior 


Date of Incident: 2008-04-01  
Company Name: Reitmeier Logging Ltd 


Details of Incident:  


An excavator operator was attempting to jump start a skidder with the excavator he was operating. The 
operator attached the jumper cables to the excavator and skidder batteries while the excavator was running, 
and then walked away from the skidder to allow the batteries to charge up before attempting to start the 
skidder. 


As the operator was waiting for the batteries to charge up, both skidder batteries exploded. No one was 
injured from the explosion. 


The operator reported the incident / close call to his supervisor. The supervisor then told the operator that the 
electrical system for the John Deere skidder was 12 volts, and the electrical system for the Hyundai excavator 
was 24 volts – a combination that does not match if attempting to jump start the skidder. 


The operator thought that because the two 12 volt batteries in the skidder were connected in series (the 
batteries were in fact connected in parallel), the skidder could be jumped with 24 volts. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


Batteries of different voltages should never be used for the purpose of jump starting, especially using 
batteries of higher voltages to jump start vehicles / equipment / machinery outfitted with batteries / electrical 
systems of lower voltages (ie: using 24 volt batteries to jump vehicles / equipment / machinery outfitted with 
12 volt batteries / electrical systems) 


Review Safe Work Practice – Batteries with all employees. The Safe Work Practice should cover battery 
safety, charging, changing, and jump starting topics. 
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Log Hauling 
Safety Alert Type:  
Log Hauling 


Location: Soatwoon Lake on Vancouver Island 


Date of Incident: 2008-04-15  
Company Name: K&D Contracting Ltd. 


Details of Incident:  


Road crew was in an end haul situation, utilizing two rock trucks. One of the trucks was pulled off the road, 
waiting in a turnout for the other truck to pass. The driver of the parked truck was completing some of his 
paperwork and although had noticed the other truck further up the road was not watching as the distance 
between the two trucks closed. The loaded truck was full with end haul materials as well as a large stump, 
with one of the lateral roots of the stump sticking out of the rock truck box quite far. The driver was not aware 
of this protruding root. Upon passing the parked truck, the root struck the parked truck’s mirror, pushing it into 
the driver window and smashing it. The concussion from the impact broke the passenger window as well, as 
both windows had been rolled up. The driver of the parked truck was showered with broken glass resulting in 
numerous small cuts to both his face and left hand. The driver of the struck rock truck was cleaned up, crew 
held an on-site investigation. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


� Drivers to be aware of the characteristics of their loads,  
� Drivers to travel at safe speed as determined by road conditions, limitations of the trucks, driver’s 


experience, and load characteristics.  
� Drivers to keep volume level of music radios low so not to negatively impact driver’s ability to hear 


company communications.  
� All employees to ensure, “Mind On Task.”  


  


More Information Contact Details: 


K&D Contracting Ltd. 
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Silviculture/Stand Tending/Fire Fighting 
Safety Alert Type:  
Silviculture/Stand Tending/Fire Fighting 


Location: Prince George Woodlands 


Date of Incident: 2008-05-14  
Company Name: Canfor 


Details of Incident:  


On May 14, 2008, a large tick was discovered and removed from the scalp of a Silviculture staff member’s 
head by the First Aid attendant on shift at the Northwood Pulpmill. 


The staff member had noted a small sore lump on her scalp after returning home from working Saturday 
supervising planting contractors throughout the Pelican Operating Area. She believed that the lump was 
probably the result of a small bug bite, such as a spider; as the incident seemed fairly routine, she decided to 
monitor the bite over the next few days and take action if the situation changed. 


Since Saturday, the immediate area surrounding the lump had become inflamed and red, while the back side 
of her head where the bite was located had become very sensitive and painful to touch in addition to 
increasing soreness of the neck muscles on the side affected by the bite. She had been checking out the area 
with mirrors at night but could not see more than a discolored lump between all the hair follicles. 


Recognizing that the situation had changed, she brought her concerns to a few fellow co-workers within 
Prince George Woodlands. After a few second opinions, she decided to visit the Level Three First Aid 
Attendant on-site located adjacent to the Canfor Administration Centre at Northwood Pulpmill. The first aid 
attendant inspected the area of concern under a high-powered magnifying glass; he subsequently agreed that 
the lump appeared to be a tick. 


The tick was removed by heating up a metal rod on a stovetop element and consecutively burning the tick in 
the backside, as this was agreed on by the individuals occupying the Pulpmill’s security office, as well as the 
patient, as the known ‘best practice’ for safe tick removal. The tick proceeded to back itself out partially from 
the burning treatments, but was finally removed with force from tweezers. The affected area was cleansed 
with an antiseptic wipe and sent back to work. 


After researching information regarding tick prevalence, associated diseases and action plans in the case of 
an incident over the internet, the tick was packaged alive and will be couriered to the BC Center for Disease 
Control in Vancouver for correct species identification and preserved for future reference. Though it is 
possible for the tick to be tested for the known bacteria and/or diseases that they may host, the Center will 
only conduct testing if the affected individual reports symptoms associated with the diseases. 


As a result of this First Aid Incident, the following key messages are provided: 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


1. Wear light colored clothing whenever possible; tuck in your shirt to your pants and your pants into your 
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work boots if possible to reduce any skin exposure;  
2. Walk on cleared trails wherever possible, as ticks usually attach themselves to you as you pass 


through brush or tall grass (ticks do not fly and they also do not drop from tree crowns);  
3. Use insect repellent at your discretion as it could deter tick bites.  
4. Complete a ‘tick check’ for yourselves and your canine companions at the end of every field day, 


whether your skin was covered or not. Focus on areas of greater perspiration such as your scalp, 
underarms and groin area.  


5. Do not stop if you have found one tick – continue to search your whole body (or that of your dog) to 
ensure there are no additional risks to infection.  


  


More Information Contact Details: 


See more details here. 
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 


 


 


Close Call/Serious Incident 
 


Location: Ice Creek, near Burton, BC  


 


Date of Incident: June 3, 2008 


 


Details of Incident: A worker was loading an ATV into the back of a pickup truck 


using two aluminum ramps.  When the front wheels were on the pickup box the 


worker gave a short burst of throttle.   This caused the rear wheels to kick out both 


ramps, leaving the ATV suspended from the tailgate by the front wheels.  The 


worker fell to the ground and scrambled out of the way.  Other than some stiffness, 


there were no injuries that required first aid.  The worker was relatively 


inexperienced in ATV operations. 


 


 


 


 


 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


 


1. Examine the ramps and improve them by adding cables or chains to restrain 


movement while loading. 


2. During loading and unloading operations, try to reduce the angle of the 


ramps by backing up against a berm or bank. 


3. Ensure that all field staff are aware of ATV loading procedures by reviewing 


correct loading and restraining techniques at the next safety meeting. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


For more information, please call:  Jesper Nielsen (250) 265-3656 








 


 


 


Other Alerts 
Safety Alert Type:  
Other 


Location: Bonanza Lake (Beaver Cove Camp Facility) 


Date of Incident: 2008-06-10  
Company Name: Ted Leroy Trucking Ltd 


Details of Incident:  


At approximately 8:30pm on Tuesday, June 10, 2008 a worker who suffers from allergic reactions initiated by 
certain foods, specifically nuts, contacted the First Aid Attendant for medical aid. He was experiencing a 
severe reaction from a cookie he had eaten earlier in the evening containing nuts. 


The worker, who had experienced this type of reaction in the past as told to the First Aid Attendant, did not 
have any medication with him in camp for immediate consumption in the event of a reaction. 


The outcome of this incident was catastrophic. 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


All workers should effectively communicate to there Supervisor and or First Aid Attendant any impairment 
they may have or acquire. This information is to be kept in strict confidence between the First Aid Attendant 
and their Supervisor. 


All workers must ensure they take all reasonable care to protect themselves in the event of an allergic 
reaction, making certain they carry the appropriate medication applicable to their conditions. 


More Information Contact Details: 


Jim Vaux or Leanne Plester 
Safety & Compliance Department 
Ted Leroy Trucking Ltd 
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 


 


 


Close Call/Serious Incident 
 


Location: Brown Road, near Fruitvale 


 


Date of Incident: July 11, 2008 


 


Details of Incident: 


 


 Unsafe weather – major wind event (40 + km/hr).  


 Wind gusts caused a large tree to come down in an area 100 meters from 


where a brush saw crew was working. 


 Several other trees and branches also came down in the vicinity of the 


workers. 


 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


 


 Foreman directed crew to shut saws off and move to a safe area that was two 


tree lengths from standing timber. 


 As it was only 30 minutes before quitting time the crew remained in the safe 


area sharpening their saws and performing their daily saw maintenance. 


 The foreman called into the licensee office to report the incident, the crew’s 


location and the extent of the wind event. 


 The foreman continued to monitor the wind and watched for potential debris 


& dead branches which could have been carried into the safe area. 


 When there was a lull in the wind, the foreman & crew left the block but had 


to cut their way out to the main road as trees had fallen across their access 


route. 


 Once the crew was safely out on the highway, they checked in with the office 


again to let them know that everyone was safe, accounted for and on their 


way home for the day. 


 


For more information, please call:  


 


Wildhorse Silviculture Ltd. 


Sharon Henderson   250-357-2161 


 








 


     
   


 


FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 


 


 


Property Damage 
 


 


Location:  West Pavilion FSR- near Lillooet BC 
 
Date of Incident: August 18, 2008  
 
 
Details of Incident: 
 
An ATV was placed in the box of a full size pickup truck.  The ATV was tied down 
using 4 tie down straps securing the four corners of the ATV to the hooks inside 
the box of the truck.  The truck traveled approximately 250km (on highway) 
before reaching the West Pavilion FSR. 
While traveling down the West Pavilion FSR a worker drove through a large dip 
in the road causing the ATV in the back of the pickup truck to bump into the rear 
window of the truck, breaking the window. 
 
Recommended Preventative Actions: 
 


- When traveling extended distances with an ATV in the rear of a pickup, 
check straps to ensure the ATV is secure prior to starting up a lower 
standard road. 


- Check straps at each stop to ensure the ATV is secure 
- Block tires of front of ATV to stop the ATV from reaching the cab of the 


truck in case of strap coming unsecured. 
 
Additional Recommendations: 
 


- Equip the pickup trucks with headache racks if ATV’s are to be carried in 
the trucks. 


 
For more information, please call: 
 
Forsite Consultants @ 250-832-3366 
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 


 


 


Close Call/Serious Incident 
 


Location:  Yeo Island 


 


Date of Incident:  August 20, 2008 


 


Details of Incident: 


 


During a manual brushing contract, a worker contracted a serious staff infection in 


his left arm.  An investigation revealed that the worker had worn a glove found in 


the back of the pick up truck and likely contracted the infection from the glove, 


through an open sore on his hand. 


The resulting infection could have caused this worker to loose his arm.   


Three days in the hospital and two weeks lost time were reported. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


 


Treat all open wounds no matter how small with disinfectant and keep the area clean.  Do 


not wear other people’s gloves.  Regularly wash or replace work gloves in hot conditions. 


 


 


 


 


For more information, please call:  


 


Three Tree Forestry Services Limited 


Dan Dyble 
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DALCHAKO TIMBER LTD. 
 


 


 


 
 


SAFETY ALERT 
 


Serious Incident 
 


Location:  Kluskus FSR 32 km 


 


Date of Incident:  September 19, 2008 


 


Details of Incident:  Heading back from taking a co-worker to the hospital (following a 


log truck accident) on a calcium Forest Service road at 11:30 am on a clear, sunny, Friday 


morning, a Level I First Aid Attendant was returning to work.  He fell asleep at the 


wheel, drove into ditch and flipped the crewcab pickup truck onto its roof.  The driver 


(who was wearing his seatbelt) was picked up by a log truck, met on route by the truck 


foreman and then taken to the hospital where he was treated for minor injuries and 


released.  The crewcab pick-up was demolished (non-repairable). 


  


 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


 Discuss forms of Impairment - there are many (ie lack of sleep) 


 Maintain that ALL Workers are alert while on the job. 


 Review Safety Triangle with all Employees 


 Keep MIND ON TASK 


 Continue to Reinforce the use of Seatbelts 


 Watch out for Co-workers and take a Pro-active Approach should another Worker 


show signs of Impairment 


 


 


POOR DECISIONS CAN BE DEADLY 


 


For more information: 


Phone/Fax 250-567-9589 


dalchako@uniserve.com 
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 


 


 


Close Call/Serious Incident 
 


Location:  Morice Mtn Ski Trails, Houston, BC     


 


Date of Incident: Oct 31/2008 


 


Details of Incident: Brush Saw Blade came off with Little warning.  


   Worker states they checked the bolt at last fuel up. 


   No injury was sustained - blade guard deflected blade 


   into bush. 


 


 


 


 


 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


   Ensure bolts are properly wrench-tightened at start of day and 


   at lunch and hand checked at each re-fuel.  


   Ensure blade guards properly attached. 


    


 


 


 


 


 


 


For more information, please call:  


    Chrisann Boucher  


    Getumdone Contracting  


    250-845-0025 
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 


 


 


Close Call/Serious Incident 
 


Location: Woss BC 


 


Date of Incident: NOV 03/08 


 


Details of Incident: A worker was descending a steep bank approximately 12 feet 


high when the rock he was using for a hand hold suddenly dislodged causing him to 


fall forward landing on his arm dislocating his shoulder.  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Recommended Preventative Actions: Upon investigation it was noted that there was 


at least two much safer ways down the bank. The worker should have assessed the 


risk before choosing his route down and chosen the safest route.   


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


For more information, please call: Steele Creek Pole Corp. (250) 751-2656 
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 


 


 


Close Call/Serious Incident 
 


Location: 63 Km. Marilla FSR  Nadina Forest District. 


 


Date of Incident: Nov. 25, 2008 


 


Details of Incident: Using a snowmobile for the first time this winter, the 


snowmobile quit and refused to startagain, one km. from the main road. Employees 


had  to walk out of the bush before nightfall, pulling it out with the pickup, and 


loading it manually. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Recommended Preventative Actions: 


1/ Before taking them to the bush,have snowmobile and other machines 


serviced and tested  before taking them to the bush. 


 


2/ Store machines properly at the end of the season, and add gasoline stabilizer. 


 


3/ Have emergency provisions, flares  and fire starter issued for each team, in 


case you are stranded in the forest overnight.   
 


 


For more information, please call: John Prestmo 


     Van Dolah Ent. 


     (250) 567-2775 
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT 


 


Close Call/Serious Incident 
 


Location: Skeetchestn Indian Band 


 


Date of Incident: End of November 2008 


 


Details of Incident:  A crew of three was re-shingling a roof with 10 year old cedar 


shingles exhibiting some signs of mold. One crew member went 


home because he was not feeling well and thought he had a bad 


cold. The next day (Saturday) when coughing he coughed up 


some blood. He went to the hospital and was told that he had 


inhaled cedar dust and had the 1
st
 stages of pneumonia.  


 


Recommended Preventative Actions:   


The crew was given utility masks for the completion of the project 


and told that it was mandatory that they wear them when working 


with cedar products.  


 


This issue was discussed at the Joint Committee Health and Safety 


and Department Health and Safety meetings. 


 


This information was emailed to Work Safe BC and also emailed 


to all 17 Secwepemc Nation bands Health and Safety 


Representatives. 


 


Even though one may think the area is well ventilated because they 


are out in the open if is important to protect oneself from dust and 


hazardous particles. 


 


For more information, please call:  


   Jada Britton 


   Skeetchestn Indian Band 


   Natural Resources Department 


   Health & Safety Representative 


   (250)373-2493 


   1-866-373-2494 


   jada@skeetchestn.ca 





