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Boom Boat Engine Compartment Confined Space Entry Procedures
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Pre-Entry
General:

· This space has been assessed as a low hazard confined space for inspection and light maintenance tasks (visual inspection, pump bilge out, steering adjustment or any other task where the work will not generate contaminants and the entry is for less than 15 minutes).

· Plan ahead – review procedures prior to starting job.
· Consider the work you are about to do. Will it change the conditions inside the space and are further controls required?  See below for additional procedures required for welding, painting in confined spaces or other work which may introduce contaminants into the atmosphere.
Atmospheric Testing:

Is not required to enter the engine compartment as prior representative recorded testing indicates clean respirable air (see reference).  (Confined Space Entry Permit is also not required).
· Note: If any unusual odor when hatch is first opened, atmospheric testing is required (strong fuel odor for example).

· Fully open engine hatch cover ensuring it will not inadvertently close on entrant.

Ventilation:
Allow space to ventilate for minimum 5 minutes.  Turn on bilge blower if equipped.  If entry is longer than 15 minutes or if any contaminants may be generated by the work, set up mechanical ventilation.  
Standby Watch Person:
Coordinate with a trained standby watch person who must be able to communicate with entrant (verbally, two-way radio or by some other means) check on entrant every 20 minutes and must not enter confined space.  
· Check that two-way communication is effective.

Rescue:
No special equipment is required.

Entry
· Entrants must wear safety footwear, safety eyewear, impervious gloves if handling diesel fuel and hearing protection (as appropriate).
· Ensure night switch is open and engine will not start (unless it is required for task in hand).
· Once entrant is in confined space, Standby Watch Person is to communicate with entrant every 20 minutes. 

· Enter the engine room. Be cautious as the engine may be hot and there may be slippery footing.
Rescue:
· In the event of an emergency, communicate with entrant(s):

· Standby Person may assist employee out of confined space as appropriate without entering space.

· Contact first aid and co-workers for additional assistance as required. First Aid Attendant is to bring first aid kit and gas monitor.

· If entry is required and injured worker is unable to confirm clean air, confirm atmospheric conditions are within limits with gas monitor. One worker must remain outside of space as standby. 

· Perform life saving measures as appropriate. 

Post-Entry
· Clean up and inspect all equipment and store properly.
· Close access hatch.

Procedures for when Contaminants are introduced into the Space

Continuous Atmospheric Testing is required:
Vacate space if monitor goes into alarm. Determine and correct cause of alarm prior to re-entry. Record/monitor readings at appropriate times (when task is 25%, 50%, 75% complete).

Ventilation:
Set up continuous mechanical ventilation. Minimize bends in ventilation ducting.

PPE:
Additional PPE may be required which may include respiratory protection. Refer to MSDS if applicable.
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