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Safe Work Procedures – Feller Buncher Operator
PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT:
Hi-vis Hardhat







Hearing Protection







Substantial Appropriate Footwear







Hi-vis Clothing 

PROCEDURES:

· Inspect machine to ensure it is in safe operating condition before using.

· Wear seat-belts while operating machine.

· Keep doors closed so that guarding is effective when working.

· Ensure good housekeeping is maintained.

· Operate at a safe speed.

· Maintain at least two tree lengths from other work and equipment at all times while cutting.

· Exercise due caution while working on hillsides.

· Do not travel across a slope that is too steep for maintaining proper stability of the machine.

· Confine travel to up and down slope.

· When traveling across any slope, avoid running over logs, chunks, stumps, etc. which could cause the machine to become unstable.

· Review and follow the safe work procedures for operating machinery on steep slopes.

· Ensure the tracks are adequately caulked with ice lugs for winter operations.

· Ensure a man-check system is established.  It is recommended feller buncher machines are equipped with 2-way radio. 

· If at any time the machine becomes unstable, shut it down, and request assistance.

· Traffic control must be set up when falling trees within two tree lengths of roadways and other work area.  The roadway must be positively blocked with signs in place unless traffic control persons are employed.

· Follow the lock-out or de-energization procedures while conducting maintenance work on the machine.

· Do not try to fell trees which are larger than what the machine is designed for.

· Always enter and leave the machine in a safe manner.  Use the handholds for stability; beware of the slipping hazards that exist, particularly in the winter.    

MY ADDITIONAL SWP NOTES
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