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Safe Work Procedures – Crawler Machine (Skidding and Trail Construction)
PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT:
Hi-vis Hardhat







Hearing Protection







Gloves







Substantial Footwear







Hi-vis Clothing

PROCEDURES:

· Check to ensure machine is in safe operating condition before using.

· Wear seat-belt when operating the machine.

· Make sure good housekeeping is maintained.  Ensure fire extinguishers and other items are securely fastened in a safe location.  Do not carry loose items in the cab.

· Know the location of fellow workers, particularly when using a chokerman.

· When using a chokerman, make sure all verbal and WorkSafeBC approved hand signals are used and understood before moving machine or lines.

· Travel at a safe speed.

· Exercise caution when working on hillsides.  Review and follow the written safe work procedures for operating on steep slopes.

· Make sure chokers and main line are in safe working condition.

· When winching, align the machine with the direction of the pull.

· Do not enter an active falling area, stay a minimum of two tree lengths away.

· Do not work in areas where there is a danger of pushing trees, rocks or other debris into an active work area.  

· When pushing trees over, remove the tension out of the trees using the blade or winch so they may be bucked without danger of tree springing back.

· Build skid trails wide enough for skidder operation.

· Slope trails towards the inside bank, never outwards.

· Before leaving machine, lower the blade and set the parking brake.

· Remember, if you encounter difficulty, contact your supervisor.  

· If the machine becomes unstable, shut it down and request assistance.

· Ensure tracks are equipped with ice lugs in winter.

· Follow the lock-out or de-energization procedures while conducting maintenance work on the machine.  

· Always enter and leave the machine in a safe manner.  Use the handholds for stability and beware of slipping hazards that exist particularly in winter.

MY ADDITIONAL SWP NOTES
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