Training
Resource Road Light Truck Driver Training:
Increasing Operator Awareness and Safety
The BC Forest Safety (BCFSC) Resource
Road Light Truck Driver Training is a twoday course that takes participants through
a combined 2-3 hours of classroom
studies, and 9-10 hours of hands-on driving
experience.
This course was developed in partnership
with the Western Forestry Contractors’
Association, to teach the safe operation
of light trucks on public roads and more
specifically on resource roads in British
Columbia. Participants who successfully
complete the training receive a BCFSC
certificate of completion.
Sessions are delivered by training provider
*Overlanding BC. Their core group of
six trainers collectively bring more than
75 years of instructional experience in a
large variety of automotive, search and
rescue, swift-water rescue, ocean and other
professional instruction.
The first day is focused on vehicle
dynamics, including exercises to learn
advanced driving manoeuvres. This training
develops abilities to deal with emergency
lane changes, emergency braking and
accident avoidance, distractions and - if
requested - trailering skills.
The on-road driving portion covers
highway, gravel and resource road
surfaces. Participants leave the course

understanding how the
construction and signage of
a Forest Service Road differs
from public roads, and how the
varied surfaces impact vehicle
stability and control. This
enables them to make better
decisions to keep both driver
and passengers safer in the
vehicle.
Each course is tailored slightly
to address the requirements of
individual companies and the
different concerns they may
have.
This course trains new
employees (and veterans
of the road) to become comfortable and
aware of driving in different environments,
and in larger vehicles than they may be
used to.
Driving is a perishable skill and many
people can become complacent with how
to handle a vehicle over time. Driving
may have a lower probability of accidents
compared to some forest activities;
however the consequences can be severe.
Driver training is one of the most important
but often overlooked aspects of staff
training that should be incorporated into
your safety culture.

Comments from a
session in April 2019:
“Driving and using ABS really hit home for
me.”
“Thank you very much. This course will help
with my job and safety”
One of the participants rated the activities as
excellent and indicated how they appreciate
‘hands on’ training instead of learning about
it in theory in a classroom setting.
*For more information, please refer to
https://www.bcforestsafe.org/node/2541

Send in nominations for the Leadership
in Safety Awards
Leadership in Safety Awards are presented annually to
celebrate safety achievements in industry. Nominations are
invited by anyone in industry, who knows someone – an
individual, crew, team, division, contractor, company, supplier,
consultant, trainer, etc. – that deserves to be recognized for
outstanding safety achievements.
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Learn more and download the nomination form here:
https://www.bcforestsafe.org/AnnualSafetyAwards.html
Deadline for nominations is September 6, 2019.

SAFETY IS GOOD BUSINESS

