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A. Introduction

CGR Management has been retained by the BC Forest Safety Council (the Council)
to explore the health and safety implications of the mountain pine beetle epidemic
in the BC interior. The Council is specifically interested in how its work can ensure
that safety is a key consideration in government policy being developed to deal with
the epidemic. The specific direction provided by the Council is summarized as
follows:

a) Provide input and suggestions on the provincial 5 year beetle strategy
b) Provide comment and input into the Federal funding implementation plan
c) Consider the safety implications of the significant increases in activity

resulting from the increased AAC in infected areas and
d) Consider other such safety and health issues as may arise during the

inquiry.

In developing this report, CGRManagement was not requested to undertake any
new analyses consequently our comments are derived from existing information
sources and discussions with informed forest industry representatives.

The Council also requested CGRManagement Principal Gord Rattray make a
presentation on the mountain pine beetle topic during the October 27 & 28
BCTrucksafe Summit. As a result of this request, the format for this report
parallels the Summit presentation and incorporates an educational element that
would not normally be included in a report of this nature. This report summarizes
the current situation with respect to the size and expected expansion of the
epidemic, outlines the strategies the provincial and federal governments are
pursuing to deal with the epidemic and discusses key safety issues. The report
incorporates suggestions and recommendations the Council may consider in
developing its strategy for improving safety performance.

In reviewing this report and associated recommendations it must be understood
that BC forest policy and legislation are complex topics. The current tenure
structure, stumpage practices and the influence of the on-going softwood lumber
dispute intertwine to make any discussion on policy and legislative change
challenging. What could appear to be a simple change in one piece of legislation
could have major impacts on another area of legislation in, for example, the
areas of environmental protection or trade policy. With this stated, where
people’s safety is at risk and there is a need to make changes to save lives the
complexity of the legislation should not be an impediment.

B. The MPB Situation – 1995 to 2014

During the mid 1990’s, the Ministry of Forests and the forest companies began to
recognize the level of mountain pine beetle activity in the central interior was
increasing rapidly. By the mid 1990s many companies in the Quesnel area were
already concentrating 75-90% of their harvesting capacity on removing beetle
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attacked timber. By the late 1990s the forest industry trade associations in the
central and northern interior established a joint task to work more closely with the
Ministry of Forests on the epidemic. Processes were put in place to quantify the area
and volume under attack and work commenced to develop strategies to deal with the
ever increasing volume of dead and dying pine stands. While the attack was originally
centered within a geographic area bounded by Quesnel, Prince George and
Vanderhoof, the epidemic has continued to expand and now covers the majority of
the interior of BC and the level of attack is intensifying.

Figure #1 illustrates the extent of the epidemic as of 2004. This is a collaborative
summary produced jointly by the Ministry of Forests and the Council of Forest
Industries.

Figure#1: Extent of the MPB epidemic as of 2004

Credits: Council of Forest Industries Mountain Pine Beetle Task and the Ministry of Forests Bark Beetle Coordinator

The Ministry of Forests Beetle Information Bulletin of March 2005 reports a total of
7,021,886 hectares under attack by the mountain pine beetle across the province at the
end of 2004.
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The maps included in Figure #2 have been produced by the Ministry of Forests to
illustrate the growth of the epidemic from 2000 to 2014.

Figure #2: Graphic Summary of MPB Expansion
(source BC Ministry of Forests)


