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Investment

Achieving SAFE certification in British
Columbia represents an investment
in time and money—but the results
are worth it, with the goal being

a safer workplace with reduced
injuries and accidents.

By Jim Stirling
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Afurther inducement to pursue SAFE certfcation is that
successful companies are elighble for a five per cent reduction in
WorkSafe premiums

But there remains considerable anecdotal confusion about
SAFE and what it means on an operational level. And the
remain grey areas to clarify in a program that's i is infancy

One source of coniusion is that there are different programs and

requirements depending on the size of the operation. Another
suroundsthe sppicabily of s SAFEacreiation

When you're a SAFE company, you've got something that's
al entumpnﬂmg, points out Jacob. While individual licensees
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BC Forest Safety Council

Advocates help contractors
with safety programs

he BC Forest Safety Council s doing what it
T can to help contractors get on board with

the SAFE company concept, including
hiring six safety advocates. Their role is to promote
safety and assist the development of safety
programs, especially for the small and mid-sized
contractors.

Eventually, all companies will need a SAFE
designation for their companies, proving they're a
Safety Accord Forestry Enterprise.

‘The safety advocates all have solid forest
industry backgrounds and help companies enshrine
health and safety issues in all their day-to-day
operations. Two advocates were named earlier this
year. Neil Campbell, who is based in Penticton, has
nearly 30 years in the industry and is a supervisor
trainer for hand fallers. John Gooding, with more
than 20 years of industry experience, is based in
will ke. They have since been joined by
Calvin Hill of Terrace, Bob Lamond of Cranbrook,
David Mullett of Quatsino and Cary White of
Parksville, who have nearly 110 years’ combined
experience. 4
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Not that it was easy,
Westpine's owner
But like Lo-Bar, Westpine had done its
safety program homework. And it did no.
harm that King is a director of the Central
Interior Logging Association and as such
had a heads-up about what was coming
down the pipeline and could get prepared
to meet SAFE's requirements.

says Kely King,
1t was far from easy.
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of that includes maintaining a detailed
daily journal. Westpine hired a full-
time mechanic whose duties include
book on each piece of
equipment and its operation. “You pretty
much need someone 1o supervise,” he

King, his foreman and the company
secretary took a two-day cours,
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audit, When produced, the company had
it double-checked by a certified BCFSC
auditor before submitt
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approval.

Becoming a SAFE certfied company
has made Westpine's cre e
of safety and reinforced the need to be
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