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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY ALERT

MacLeod Forest Services Ltd. 
Close Call/Serious Incident
Location: .5 km west of Hedley on Hwy 3 between Princeton and Keremeos
Date of Incident: July 5 2010
Details of Incident:  Driver was returning home from a pre-season safety meeting. Traffic was heavy at the end of the long weekend. The drive had slowed to stay with the flow of traffic.
As the vehicle entered a left hand curve the right front lower ball joint sheared causing the front end to drop and the driver to momentarily lose control of the vehicle. It went into a skid briefly crossing the double solid center line then went off the road on the right narrowly missing the end of a no-post guard rail and ended up in the entrance to a private driveway. No injuries occurred. Speed at the time of the failure was 80 kph. Damage was $1300.
If the driver had been going much faster the accident would have been very serious.

The vehicle is a 2003 Ford F-150 4x4 with 311,000 kms. The vehicle had been serviced recently (<100km) but there is no record of a detailed inspection being conducted. Normally and end to end inspection is requested with each oil change. There is no agreement between various mechanics consulted on whether an inspection would have caught this potential failure.
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  Failure point (arrow) taken after repairs

Sheared ball joint assembly
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Shaft of ball joint showing some previous fatigue cracks
Recommended Preventative Actions:
1. Always ensure that work orders request a detailed end to end inspection, including steering and suspension, at each vehicle service.
2. Increase the frequency of inspections on high mileage vehicles. 
3. Review at monthly safety meetings the increased likelihood of being in a motor vehicle accident, and increased severity of motor vehicle accidents, when speeds are over 90 kph.
For more information, please call: Doug MacLeod, 

MacLeod Forest Services Ltd. 250-499-1075
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