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Safety in Forestry Transportation  
TruckSafe Rumblings is published biweekly to keep you informed on what is happening 

in forest hauling safety in BC. Call MaryAnne Arcand to provide input or get the news out 
on best practices and concerns in the industry. 

 

I spotted this bumper sticker and couldn‟t resist!  Take care out there, 
guys. In the last push before breakup, there‟s lots of pressure to get 
„er done.  Roads are not at their best, with lots of fresh snow in 

between melting temperatures.  Slow down a little and watch out for each other. 

Happy Valentineôs Day!      
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Individual Owner Operator (IOO) SAFE Certification is Now Ready!   
After a lot of advice from operators, testing in the field, and work by the sector‟s Technical 
Advisory Committee, we are happy to say that the SAFE Companies certification for the 
individual owner operator (IOO) is ready to go. 

IOO SAFE is aimed at giving you a simple, clear, straightforward way to have confidence you 
are keeping yourself and those around you safe. For IOOs, our motto is “less paper, more 
safety”. 
 
What does Individual Owner Operator mean? 

¶ This means that as the owner, you are the only on-site forestry worker. Your company 
may have an off-site administrative person who does not work on a forestry worksite. You 
also don‟t hire any employees or contractors.  

Once youôre registered - Next steps to IOO SAFE certification  

 



1. Receive the SAFEty Log  
Beginning in April 2008, all registered IOOs will receive a SAFEty Log. This SAFEty Log is your 
„in the truck/machine/pick-up‟ safety business centre. It provides an easy way to track and verify 
your safety activities on the way to becoming SAFE certified. 

2. Attend an IOO SAFEty Course  
The IOO SAFEty Course will provide an overview of your safety responsibilities as an IOO and 
how to use the SAFEty Log to make your SAFE certification easy and straightforward. It is a 1/2 
day course starting in the morning with an optional session in the afternoon and will be 
available frequently throughout the province. Attendance is a mandatory part of the SAFE 
certification process. 
 
The first courses have been scheduled for: 

¶ Terrace - February 27  
¶ Smithers - March 1  
¶ Nelson - March 1  
¶ Nanaimo - March 25  
¶ Campbell River – March 26  
¶ Kamloops – March 26  
¶ Port Hardy – March 28  
¶ Kelowna – April 2  
¶ Cranbrook – April 2  
¶ Castlegar – April 5  
¶ 100 Mile House – April 9  
¶ Williams Lake – April 10  
¶ Prince George (truckers only) – April 14  
¶ Prince George – April 15  
¶ Vanderhoof – April 17  
¶ Nanaimo (fallers only) – April 21  
¶ Fort St. John- April 21  
¶ Campbell River (fallers only) – April 23  
¶ Williams Lake (truckers only) –      April 26  
¶ Salmon Arm – April 28  
¶ Golden - April 29  

The cost for this course is $136.50 (including GST). This fee is not part of your original 
registration fee. To register, complete a course registration form (pdf).  Courses will be 
continuously added and a current listing can be found on the Training Calendar on the Council‟s 
website and in SAFE Companies Update. 

3. Ensure your safety program is complete and collect 3 months of records  
For SAFE certification, you will need to verify that you are regularly doing required safety 
activities as outlined in the SAFEty Log. Three months of records are required for your initial 
certification, then regular record keeping after that to keep your IOO SAFE status.  

http://www2.mambonetcom.com/cgi-bin/public/redir.pl?cid=116&rid=164212&id=456


If you already have a safety program up and running, you can use your existing records to 
complete the SAFEty Log. 
 
4. Complete IOO SAFE certification submission as outlined in the SAFEty Log  
The last section of the SAFEty Log, titled „MY SAFE AUDIT‟, provides detailed step-by-step 
instructions on how to become SAFE certified. This will also be discussed during the IOO 
SAFEty course. 
Basically, you have six months from the time you register to take the course, fill out your 
SAFEty Log with three months of records, and apply to be SAFE certified. 
In recognition, of “early birds”, all people who registered before April 1, 2008, will have until 
October 1, 2008 to complete their SAFEty Log for SAFE certification. 
 
5. SAFE certification ï A mark of progress in the forest sector  
The SAFE Companies IOO program is the first of its kind in Canada. It recognizes that in the 
forest industry today, individual operators are often the backbone of logging operations. Their 
work arrangements and the pressures they face are different from larger firms. Individual 
operators have as much right to a safe workplace as everyone else, and the IOO SAFE 
certification will show everyone you work with that you‟re committed to going home safely at the 
end of every day. 

Many individual operators signed up for SAFE Companies long ago, and your patience as you 
waited for this program to be completed is very much appreciated. To have safety as an 
overriding priority in BC forests, it was important that all parts of the sector had an opportunity to 
participate in the SAFE Companies program. We worked to give the IOOs a program that is 
valuable, doable, and helps to standardize and improve safety activities for all workers. For 
more info, call 1-877-741-1060 

ñNo Longer the Road Less Travelledò ï Ombudsmanôs Report on 
Resource Roads  
As a result of the first independent, comprehensive review of resource roads 
in BC, the province‟s Forest Safety Ombudsman is calling for significant 
changes to enhance safety and protect the lives of the workers and public 
who use the roads.  Ombudsman Roger Harris says addressing safety issues 
on resource roads is a shared responsibility which will require cross-
government and cross-industry support and participation. 
 
No Longer the Road Less Travelled, Harris‟ second report as Ombudsman, 
comes after five of the 12 fatalities in the forest sector in 2007 occurred on 

resource roads.  In addition, Harris says the largest number of calls to his office involve issues 
surrounding resource roads.  He explains the roads have become a complex off-highway road 
network with users from various sectors and communities.  The increase in use and the lack of 
clarity over who is responsible for the roads has led to considerable safety challenges and 
issues requiring attention. 
“It‟s time something was done to fix this,” says Harris.  “The death of log truck driver Joseph 
Leroux led to a coroner‟s inquest last year which highlighted many problems surrounding 



resource roads.  What our report is trying to do is provide some guidance and potential 
solutions for dealing with those problems.” 
 
Harris notes with 400,000 kilometres of resource roads in the province, looking to a single 
regime to deal with road issues is unrealistic.  One of Harris‟ key recommendations is to create 
Road Safety Management Groups (RSMG) or bodies of stakeholders who are responsible for 
managing a specific resource road network. These groups would include representatives from 
appropriate industries, government ministries and the public.  The RSMG would jointly make 
decisions and implement all actions concerning road safety issues including design, 
construction, maintenance, safe driving practices, signage, driver education and allocation of 
resources.   
 
You can download a copy of the full report "No Longer the Road Less Travelled" here (pdf) 

LAST DAY FOR RADIO CALLING PROCEDURE SURVEY 
Due to an overwhelming demand for the chance to give input to the survey, we extended last 
week‟s deadline to today.  We have received over 1,000 responses!  That just goes to show 
what a “hot button” the whole radio calling issue is.  Next week we‟ll be analyzing the results, 
and you‟ll see them in the next issue of Rumblings, February 29.  Thanks to all of you for taking 
the initiative to let us know what you think!  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
February 20-22             BC Forestry Professionals Conference, Penticton 
April 17-18                    COFI Conference, Kelowna 

Individual Owner Operator Training Dates: 

¶ Terrace - February 27  
¶ Smithers - March 1  
¶ Nelson - March 1  
¶ Nanaimo - March 25  
¶ Campbell River – March 26  
¶ Kamloops – March 26  
¶ Port Hardy – March 28  
¶ Kelowna – April 2  
¶ Cranbrook – April 2  
¶ Castlegar – April 5  
¶ 100 Mile House – April 9  
¶ Williams Lake – April 10  
¶ Prince George (truckers only) – April 14  
¶ Prince George – April 15  
¶ Vanderhoof – April 17  
¶ Nanaimo (fallers only) – April 21  
¶ Fort St. John- April 21  
¶ Campbell River (fallers only) – April 23  

file:///C:\Users\armstrong\Documents\BCFORESTSAFE\content-nav-news\content-nav-mediacentre\bcfsc-ombudsreport-2008-pressready.pdf


¶ Williams Lake (truckers only) –      April 26  
¶ Salmon Arm – April 28  
¶ Golden - April 29  

Other Training 
Feb 18 & 19    SE OHS Campbell River 
Feb 25 & 26    Basic Supervisor Training, Terrace 
Feb 21 & 22    SE OHS Nanaimo 
Feb 25 – 29     External Auditor Training, Kamloops 
Feb 28 & 29    SE OHS Smithers and Nelson 

 
If you know someone who would be interested in receiving TruckSafe Rumblings, please forward this email along. 
Signing up is easy. Just click here and you will be taken to our new sign up page. If you know someone who'd be 
interested but doesn't have email, forward their fax number to us at arcand@bctrucksafe.org  
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